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chance to express 
myself how I want 
to now — and be 
grown." 

— Chris Brown 



PUT YOUR 
HEADPHONES ON 
AND CHECK 

VIBE.COM 

THIS MONTH FOR 
MORE MEGA MUSIC: 



CHRIS BROWN: Are you his 

biggest fan? Upload a video 
showing us why and e-mail it to 
chrisbrown4vibe@gmail.com — 
and we'll pick the best. 



THE DEBARGE FAMILY: Artists 
of today, on how they fell in love 
with the music of the classic 
R&B collective. 



LOUISIANA: After you read about 
the birth of the Baton Rouge and 
Shreveport scenes (page 56), check 
out new music from Trill 
Entertainment and the rest of the 
folks from Jigga City. 



PLUS: Links to our favorite 
sites to get new tunes. 
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Styled by Mike Bogard for The B. Lynn Group 
Makeup by Kamani Patton for Roots 
Managenrient Agency 
Groonning by Wallace "Smoke" Stinson for 
Roots Management Agency 
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"[I always wanted] to 
do a duet with 
Luciano Pavarotti." 
— KatDeLuna 
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EDITOR'S LETTER 
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MEGA-NARRATIVE 

You might think that every month I 
choose everything that's on the pages 
of VIBE: stories, photos, et cetera. 
Not true. 

So I 'm going to break down hovir I feel 
about our first ever Mega Music issue, 
point by point. Be clear that after the 
work and passion of producing the 
Obama issue, it was a little hard to feel 
passion for music, music, and music 
again. Our plan was to go in hard and 
have everything reflect the music — 
except for our piece about Nevifark,N.J., 
Mayor Cory Booker. Our commitment 
to keeping you up on the worldngs of tfie 
real worid has not changed. 

Okay: "Playlist" is one of my favorite 
pages. Music is consumed as singles 
and as digital playlists way more than as 
"albums" these days, so I like that we 
provide you with one that reflects our 
whole issue, every month. The "Where 
My Ladies At" package in the Volume 
section is well done, but it's heartbreak- 
ing. Glad Sylvia Rhone's in there though 
(has the real story ever been done on 
her? Note to self). And while Murph 



thinks Lir Kim's Hard Core is the best 
female rap altxjm of all time, I ride for Salt 
'N Pepa and Yo Yo. "Ballin' Outta 
Control"? Quietly, I like Shaq as a rapper. 
Swizz Beatz: for my money, Producer of 
the Year. We'll still snap on him, critique 
him when he has a misstep, but for right 
now, come on: Cassidy's "It's On (I Got 
My Drink and My Two Step)," Eve's 
"Tambourine," not to mention all that 
Beyonc6 stuff ("Ring the Alarm," "Get 
Me Bodied," and "Upgrade U") from last 
year. Juelz is not my fave, but he's pop- 
ular here at the office. Elayne, Jaz, and 
Jon like him in the Fen-agamo; Shauna 
and I just want him to lose the bandana. 
I'm feeling Keyshia Cole's "In the Mix" 
page, and Jeezy's as well. But I wish 
they'd come out as a couple and give 
Jay 'n' Beyonce and Nas 'n' Kelis (their 
reality show got canceled, I heard) a run 
for their money. 

Chris Brown is young, and well, 
young. But at the photo shoot he was 
animated and cheerful, and frankly, 
what you'd want your teenage brother 
to be like (speaking of which, hello to 



mine: Steven and Keith). 

AndasforDeBarge, well: I've wanted 
this story in the magazine since I came 
back to VIBE last July The story is past 
tragic. . . it makes you wonder atjout the 
line from pain to wrtiat nnost of us consid- 
er muskal excellence: the ability to con- 
vey passksn, pain, joy, and pure emotion. 
Makes you wonder if it's worth it. Switch 
and DeBarge are underrated — and if we 
at VIBE don't tell stories like these, who 
will? You all seem to like them: Every time 
we do a throvrtiack piece (rememtjer the 
one we did on the Native Tongues 
posse?), we get many letters. Hope to 
hear from you this time, from all those, 
who like me, have "There'll Never Be" 
and "I Like It" on the iPod right next to 
"Shavrty Is A Ten," and "Good Things." 
We all have the songs of our lives. 

If you haven't heard, VIBE VIXEN has 
tjeen, as we say in the magazine busi- 
ness, shuttered. Around the office, I 



could easily yell out. like the name of our 
female rap package, "Where my ladies 
at?" The loss of VIXEN is sad, and it 
angers me. And while ttiere are a million 
issues I coukJ go into about ttie vrfiys and 
wherefores, the more important thing is 
this: Thank you to everyone who was on 
staff at VIX (see photo, top right). And 
thank you to every VIXEN reader for tak- 
ing the ride with us. 

As ever. 



Danyel Smith 
Editor-in-Chief 

P.S. Only best wishes for my longtime 
Creative Director Dwayne Shaw as he 
leaves VIBE for the next challenge. He 
knows how we all feel. 
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underwear 

Introducing CALVIN KLEIN steel 

Available at: 

• Macy's 
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AKADEMIKS 

Jeanlus-level products for the tme denim tastemaker 
available for men and women. 

Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• D.E.M.O. 

• DTLR 

• Jimmy Jazz 

• Up Against the Wall 

For additional information, visit our 
website at www.akademiks.com. 
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Available at: 

• Against All Odds 

• D.E.M.O. 

• Dr. Jay's 

• Man Alive 

• Up Against the Wall 

www.dereon.com 
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L-R-^ ROOTS AND EQUIPMETfr 

Our slogan is simple, "underground 
inventive, overground effective." 
At L-R-G we want to focus on tfie 
ones ttiat are trying to pay tfieir rent 
with tfieir passions. Think of us as 
a support group for the independent 
and underground culture. 



Available at: 
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Nationwide 
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New York City 
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Nationwide 
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r4ew Era Fits- 



BE PART OF m Go to neweracap.com/ayptne and view 
the online mosaic of New Era Cap fanatics worldwide. 
You can upload a photo of yourself in your favorite 
New Era cap. Enter VIBE as your favorite magazine, 
and you could win a limited edition New Era / VIBE 
Awards cap. Your photo could even be featured in an 
upcoming New Era ad in the pages of VIBE. 

Visit www.neweracap.com/ayptne 

for more information. 
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PEPE JEANS 

Available at: 
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• Dr. Jay's 

• Macy's 



For store locations, call (888) 350-7373 or visit 
www.pepejeans.com 
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Available at: 

• PrivacyWear.com • Indoor Connect 
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New York, NY 
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Get FREE Shipping when 
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Search for shoes by size, 
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PHOTOHARDCARD 

PhotohardCard specializes in creating wallet- 
size cards that capture important moments like 
corporate events, weddings and concerts. 

www.photohardcard.com 




SHOOT 'EM UP 

Win tickets to Shoot 'Em Up, a gritty, fast-paced 
action thriller stamng Clive Owen, Monica Belluci 
and Paul Giamatti. Shoot'Em Up is scheduled 
for release on September 7, 2007. To enter, visit 
vibe.com/contests starting September 7thl 
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SO YOO THINK YOU CAN RAP! 

Here's your chance to show the world! Enter the VIBE Verses 
Rap Battle, sponsored by Cingular the new AT&T. It's easy! 

1 . Just go to VIBE.com 

2. Download free tracks 

3. Upload a video of yourself spitting 16 bars. 

You'll receive a VIBE profile page plus code that allows you to paste your rap all over ttie Web, so you 
can make your fame and tell folks to come vote for you. The VIBE Verses champion — as chosen 
by viewer voting — will receive $1 0,000, one promotional page in VIBE magazine, and a recording 
contract with Actual Eyes Media in Los Angeles. If you've got a Webcam and a dream. ..you could be 
the next hip hop superstar. So what are you waiting for? Enter the VIBE Verses Rap Battle today! . 




BROUGHT TO VUU BY 





Be a 
FORCE 

FOR 

NATURE 

WE MUST JOIN TOGETHER 

TO PROTECT OUR WORLD OR 
we COULD LOSE ALL IT 
OIVES US. TO LEARN HOW 
YOU CAN HELP. ORDER YOUR 
FREE WORLD WILDLIFE FUND 
ACTION KIT. -4 




ADVERTISEMENT 



CHECK 

FORTHIS 



HBO COMEDY 

HBO Comedy brings you the 
best names in comedy, past 
and present. Check out 
www.vibe.com/hbocomedy 

to see the funniest clips from 
your favorite comedians. This 
month, check out fresh and 
hilarious clips from Chris Rock, 
Richard Pryor and Cedric the 
Entertainer. 

K-VILLE 

Anthony Anderson 
and Cole Hauser star in 
K-VILLE, a landmark new 
series about two unlikely 
heroes. Set against the 
backdrop of New Orleans 
two years after Katrina, 
the series follows two very 
different NOPD cops who 
have courage to burn and a 
resolute passion to reclaim 
and rebuild their city. 



K-VILLE premieres Monday, September 1 7, 9/8c 
on FOX 
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IN THE PALM OF YOUR HANDS 
HOOK UP YOUR PHONE WITH A 
SUBSCRIPTION TO MVIBE 




TEXT ALERTS TO MVIBE [68423) TO GET 
DAILY ALERTS AND BREAKING NEWS! 

THERE IS NO FEE FOR THIS SERVICE, HOWEVER, STANDARD 
TEXT MESSAGING RATES MAY APPLY 
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WIN A dUTH""' 
WEEKEND AT THE 

2007 

uiBe 

AWARDS 

GRAND PRIZE 

Round trip air for two 
Two nights liotel accommodations 
Transportation to and from tlie event 
Southpole wardrobe 
VIP passes to the event 

Logon to vibe.com for 
complete rules and entry. 

One Grand Prize winner will be randomly 
selected from all qualified entries. 

SOUTH 

www.southpole-usa.com 




TOGETHER. W£ CAN BE 
A FORCE FOR NATURE. 

eOO-CALL-WWF 
worldwlldUfe.org/act 
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THE GUEST LIST 




Chamillionaireto 
snap photos for the 
rapper's Ultimate 
Victory (Chamilli- 
tary/Universal 
Motown), caught 
up with Chris Brown 
("Wipe Me Down," 
page 100), who was 
getting his grown 
man on.... Harlem 
resident Michael A. 
Gonzales, 44, conspired with 
Senior Associate Editor Keith 
Murphy to track down the 
DeBarge family ("Brol<en 
Dreams," page 108). He 
contributes to Ebony, Stop 
Smiling, and his own black- 
adellcpop.blogspot.com. 
E^ffliSHISJ 34, has taken 
photos for Time, Fortune, and 
WWE, but this month he 
caught superproducer Swizz 
Beatz ("Hit Factory," page 66) 
with a gang of luxury whips 
for V Drive.... UConn grad 
JEimi3S35, who's 



FYI: Just as it takes one hell of 
a producer to keep an artist 
sounding hot, it takes a strong 
person to keep VIBE's fashion 
department in check. "Eveiy 
great director needs a grfeat 
assistant," says '80s baby 
uMiMir^cffTHOBn our (you 
guessed it) Fashion Assistant. 
She reports directly to Fashion 
Director Memsor Kamarake. 



"Which," she says, 
with her charismatic 
smile, "means I'm 
straight multitasking 
around here!" Grim- 
mond started at VIBE in 
August 2005, but recently the 
Guyanese-born beauty expert 
has stepped up her responsi- 
bilities around 21 5 Lex, closely 
assisting with all fashion photo 
shoots and bringing her snarky 
style to our famously infamous 



20Q (page 144). In this issue, 
aside from working with 
Accessories and Eieauty Editor 
Rajni Lucienne Jacques to set 
up shoots for Eve ("A Midsum- 
mer Night," page 1 28), and 
The Dap-Kings ("Boss Play- 
ers," page 134), Harlem giri 
Janelle joined the party on 
set as well.... For our cover, 
respected photographer 

36, who 
recently visited France with 



shot for SLAM and Trace, 
pulled double duty: He shot 
J. Holiday for our NEXT sec- 
tion and Yung Joe ("Blockto- 
berfest," page 64) for V Bar.... 
Award-winning journalist 
Allya S. King, 33, has written 
about everyone for VIBE — 
from Faith Evans (June 2005) 
to Bow Wow and Clara 
(November 2005). This time, 
the educator/mother of two 
sat with the Hon. Cory 
Booker, mayor of Newark, 
N.J. ("Make Me Wanna 
Holler," page 1 1 6). Turn 
it up. 



To read about our featured contributor 
this month, check VIBE.com right now. 
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MAMMAS 

WERE HUI^T 

IN THE MAKING 
OF THIS 

PRODUCT 




COMEDY 
CLIPS 

UPDATED AND ALWAYS FRESH 

* * * WATCH AT * * * 
VIBE.COM/HB0C0MEDY 

CHRiS ROCK 

NEVER SCARED 

RICHARD PRYOR 

LIVE IN CONCERT 

CEDRICiENTERTAINER 

TAKING YOU HIGHER 




OCTOBER PLAYLIST 

THE SOUNDTRACK TO THIS MONTH'S ISSUE 




3 SONOS FROM 

1^ (PAGE 49) THAT DIS DUDES: 

"■•Papci Ttlin" bv MC Lyte (EastAVesl) 
Recipe Of A hoe" by Boss (Def Jam) 
m't Trust No Niggaz" 
by Khia (Artemis) 



m 



m 



THE 3 MOST 
ABSURD JOINTS 
BY AN ACTOR 
TRYING TO StNO, A 
LA ''ALMER 
(PAGE 86): 
"Dear Michael" by Kim 
Fields (Critique) 
"Heartbeat" by Don 
Jonnson (Razor & Tie) 
"Put Your Mouth On 
Me" by Eddie 
Murphy (CBS) 



SWIZZ BEATZ'S (FACE 86) CURRENT N0.1 

C'mon Baby" by Saigon (Fort Knox Atlantic) 




EVE'S (PACE 128) 
4 REGGAE FAVES: 

"Ttiree Little Birds" by Bob Martey (Island) 
"Black Roses" by Banrington Levy (VP) 
"Tempted to Touch" by Beres Hammond (VP) 
"For The Babies" by Damlan Mariey 
(UniversaO 





2 INPECTiOUS 
MEETINGS OF 



(MCE 120): 

"Slie Blinded Me 
With Science' ijy 
Thomas Dolby 

(Cnp't:-': 

HocKrt by Herbie 
Hancock 

(Columbla^^^ 



3 TRACKS CORY BOOKER (MCE 116) LISTENS TO AT HOMF- 

"Man In the Mirror" 
by Michael Jackson (Epic) 
"Be A Lion" by the motion picture cast 
of The Wiz (MCA) 

"And I Am Telling You I'm Not Going" 
by Jennifer Hudson (Sony) 



1 UNEXPECTED SONG ON 
CHRIS BROWN'S (PACE 100) IPOO: 

■niie Ballad of Gilligan's Isle" 

by Morton Stevens (Rhino/TVLand) 

2 FAMILY-ACT R«B CUTS 
RELEASED AFTER BARGE'S 
(PACE 108) 1981 DEBVR 

You (i.ji It Air by The Jets IMCA) 
VI t Wait AnoUiui u-uite" by 
!.ir (RCA) 



1 GUILTY PLEASURE FEATURING A PROFESSIONAL 
ATHLETE-TURNED-RAPPER (MCE 62): 

k"l Smoke. I Drink (remix)" by Body Head 
Bangerz feat. Magic, YoungBloodz. 
and Roy Jones Jr. (Body Head/Universal) 



9 CERTinEO JAGGED EDGE (MGE 91) JAMS: 

"He Can t Love You" (Sony) 
"Let's Get Married (Run Remix)" (Sony) 
"Promise" (Sony) 
"Good Luck Chaim" (Sony) 
"I Gotta Be" (Sony) 



COMEDY^ 





J/ 




Buy these tracks (and more) at 
VIBE.COM/musicstore/oct07. 



AVAILABLE ON DVD AT 



©2007 Home Box Office. Inc. All rights reserved. 
HBO* ts a service mark of Home Box Office, Inc. 
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HE GETS MONEY 

50 Cent has a savage hustle and 
commendable work ethic, but his 
arrogance and highly publicized 
controversies eclipse his talents. 
The article ("Stormy Weather" by 
Toshitaka Kondo, July 2007) 
shov^ed a more intelligent and 
strong 50 Cent than I've seen 
before. He was clear and precise 
and unapologetic. You may not 
like him, but you must respect 
him because he's utilized his wis- 
dom. Hate it or love it, 50 will 
continue to be on top — until 

he's ready to decline. 

Frederick Smith 
Oakland, Calif. 



I buy this magazine faith- 
fully just to be let down 
with lame-ass interviews. 
But, y'all got It together — 
thanks to Mr Curtis 
Jackson! That man 
responds to an interviewer 
like everyone should. He 
answered the questions — 
he didn't duck them like 
corny-ass Beyonce. You 
can't tell me 50 ain't the 
realest! Much love to 
VIBE and Fifl By the way, 
this dude even dropped 
Olivia's wack ass. Love it. 
Don't take it personal, 
mama, 'cause he ain't a 
businessman — he's a 
BUSINESS, MA'AM! 

Claude 
Via e-mail 

SORRY, MR. JACKSON 

The 50 Cent Interview was 
such a waste of time. I wish 
I could have those 15 
minutes of my life back. Mr. 
Jackson wants readers to 
believe that he's happy with 
his life, but It's funny 
t)ecause he doesn't sound 
very happy at all. I'm so 
sick of him and his combat- 
ive attitude. He is all that's 
wrong with rap music, and 
at this point, his songs are 
quite typical of any 
mediocre artist. 50 needs 
to get a grip on reality. To 
answer your question, 
"Who's Afraid of 50 Cent?" 
Me. His ugly mug scared 
the shit outta me. Please 
do not put him on the cover 
again this year 

Fulika Cassell 
Norwalk, Conn. 

I know I shouldn't care so 
much, but has 50 Cent 
lost his mind? The music 
isn't just about sales. The 



SKIN SOUL SWACCCn. 



way 50 speaks, you'd 
think that he'd been on 
top forever When people 
look back on the art of hip 
hop, will 50 be remem- 
bered amongst the Nases, 
Biggies, 2Pacs, and 
Jay-Zs? Not at the rate 
he's going. He won't 
even give respect where 
respect is due. Everything, 
50, is not chess. 

Jamal Lucas 
Via e-mail 

SEXY TIME 

I like the July issue of 
VIBE. I'm happy Vida 
Guen-a and Chris Brown 
made this year's sexy list 
("Skin. Soul. Swagger 
The Hit List: VIBE's 25 
Sexiest People," July 
2007). Chris Brown is an 
awesome performer and 
dancer Guerra is the 
goddess of curvy-girl 
magazines. A couple 
people I think got short- 
changed from the list, 
though, are Ciara and 
Omarion. Beyonce has 
what it takes to be the 
sexiest star — the three 
Bs: beauty, brains, and 
booty. Thanks, VIBE! 

Dawon Webb 
Chicago 



NOT A GOOD LOOK 
I don't see how artists like 
Shakira and Mya are 
among VIBE's sexiest 
celebs. And Mariah is left 
off the list? Y'all must be 
on drugs or something. 
Mya and Shakira were 
steamrolled in 2005 when 
it came down to album 
sales and awards. Shakira 
could not outsell a pudgy 
Kelly Clarkson or a 
skinny Gwen Stefani. It's 
sad that VIBE can over- 
hype people like Shakira, 
Mya, Ciara, and Justin 
Timberiake, when artists 
like Mariah and Usher are 
outselling them five to one. 

Lee Frierson 
Philadelphia 

The Sexy List was bland. 
Where is the gorgeous and 
sexy Janet Jackson? She 
should've definitely been 
on the list. Nobody is sexier 
than Miss Jackson. What 
was it? Because she's over 
30? BeYAWNce is No. 1? 
Oh, please. And Justin 
Timberiake even made it? 
Justin is not sexy. 

Angie Kemmitz 
Via e-mail 



WE LOVE OUR 
READERS, BUT... 



I'm the ultimate prison 
hustler. I founded 

SexyPrisoiiers.com. n 



WRITE TO VIBE Here at VIBE, we d like to 
think we're pretty fly. But the truth is, we 
couldn't do what we do without you, the 
reader Your opinions, questions, and 
thoughts may be e-mailed to VIBE@vibe.com. 
Please include your full name, address, and 
daytime phone numtser 
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In stores Includes "Let It Go" featuring On tour 

September 25th Missy Elliott & Lil' Kim www.Keyshic 

Available at TARGET® For -Let it Go- hngtone, text COLE8A to 30303* 

* 'Not available on all carriers and handsets. Standard text messaging and data rates apply. 



On tour now 
www.KeyshiaCole.com 
for dates 
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I 2007 Geffen Records. All rights reserved. 



I SEE 

BLACK PEOPLE 

cracking up 




Available on DIRECTV CHANNEL 241. 

Check CABLE LISTINGS. 

To get TV One visit www.tvoneonline.com. 

C' aterial 



MASTERING THE CULTURE AND THE LIFESTYLE — ONE PAGE AT A TIME 




Where 
My 

Ladies 



Right how, the 
only news that 
women rapperm 
make is bad 
news 



Even with more than a decade in the industry 
under her garter belt, Lil' Kim gets more atten- 
tion for her legal woes than her string of huge 
records (Hard Core [Atlantic, 1 996], Notorious K.I.M. 
[Atlantic, 2000], and La Bella Mafia [Atlantic, 2003]), And 
instead of packing venues like she used to when per- 
forming with Terror Squad, Remy Ma's allegedly pack- 
ing gats — she was arraigned in New York on July 1 5, 
2007, on charges of attempted murder. The only play 
Trina gets now is due to her relationship with Lil Wayne, 
and Foxy Brown is taking perp walks for the wrong kind 
of spitting. 

There was a time when female rappers were heard; 



they were the answer to the masculine mating calls that 
dominated the airwaves, an estrogen-tinged voice for 
everyone from feminists to philanderers. They even had 
their own Grammy category. But no more. These days, 
the few female MCs who haven't been blasted on 
TMZ.com for studio fistfights. shoplifting charges, or 
DDIs are desperately — and unsuccessfully — trying to 
fill Kim's patent-leather go-go boots. 

It doesn't look good. Here's to hoping our last few 
flickering starlets claw their way back to the top oHhe 
charts before the caricature of the oversexed girl-g^WB 
wild is all we have left. Or worse, before we don't have 
anything left at all. Shanel Odum 



Illustration by ANASTASIA VASILAKIS 
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As all rap sales fall, female rappers are suffering even worse fates. 
VIBE sorts through the numbers 



Each year's best-selling 
female rap album Is Indicated 
with its album cover and 
sales info , 
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RELEASE YEAR 



THE FINE PRINT: THIS SALES CHART REFLECTS DATA FOR ALL ALBUMS RELEASED BY FEMALE RAPPERS (INCLUDING RAP GROUPS COMPOSED ENTIRELY OF WOMEN) IN THE NIELSEN SOUNDSCAN ERA. WHICH 
OFFICIALLY BEGAN IN MARCH 1 991 . ALL SUCH ALBUMS RELEASED ON MAJOR LABELS AS WELL AS INDEPENDENTS OF NOTE ARE INCLUDED. THE DATA IS DRAWN FROM NIELSEN SOUNDSCAN AS OF JULY 1 8. 2007. ALL 
ALBUM SALES ARE ATTRIBUTED TO THE YEAR OF THE ALBUM S ORIGINAL RELEASE. NOT THE YEAR IN WHICH THE COPY OF THE ALBUM WAS ACTUALLY SOLD. WE ALSO LEFT OFF QUEEN LATIFAH'S THE DANA OWENS 
ALBUM AND LAURYN HILL S MTV UNPLUGGED N0.2 BECAUSE THERE'S NOT A LOT OF RAPPING GOING ON THERE. 
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In New Orleans 



heroes stand and fight. 





Girl Talk 



The ability to compete. The truth about ghostwriting. Worl< ethic. 
A panel of experts on what happened to women rappers — and 
what it will take to get them back in the mix 



BRITTANY "DIAMOND" CARPENTER, 19 

Role: One of two female members in Atlanta rap crew 

Crime Mob 

In tfie game since: 2004 

Cred: Widely respected for tier tantalizing rtiymes on 
Crime t^ob's self-titled 2004 debut (Reprise/Warner 
Bros.) and this year's Hated on Mostly. 
Helping hands: "People don't have respect for 
females, so it's harder for us to get our foot in the 
door The ones who do have their foot in the door 
don't have respect for themselves, so it makes it look 
bad for the upcoming female MCs. [We] have to 
come together and build a solid foundation so we 
can open the doors for other females." 





SYLVIA RHONE, flfty-ish 

Role: President of Motown Records/Executive Vice 
President of Universal Records 
In the game since: 1 974 

Cred: Rhone, the first woman and African-American to 
head a major label, was named Chairman and CEO of 
Elektra Entertainment Group in 1 994. She signed Missy 
Elliott in 1996. 

What's missing: "If you look at the icons in female hip 
hop — artists like Queen Latifah, MC Lyte, Salt 'N Pepa, 
Yo Yo, and, recently. Lil' Kim, Lauryn Hill, and Missy — 
they shared a common trait: Strong women who coukj 
compete with their male counterparts lyrically." 



JERMAINE DUPRI MAULDIN, 35 

Role: President of Urban Music, Island Records 
In the game since: 1 987 
Cred: Too many hits to calculate. Plus: Founder, 
President and CEO of So So Def Records. Signed 
Shawntae "Da Brat" Harris in 1 994. 
The challenge of development: "The female 
MCs who have been successful have basically 
been handcrafted. When Da Brat first came to me. 
I wrote all her raps. Biggie took that same blue- 
print and gave it to Lil' Kim. When Foxy [Brown] 
was out, Jay-Z wrote her raps. There's room for 
[females who want to do it on their own], but they 
gotta work 1 00 times harder." 



MELISSA "MISSY" ELLIOTT, 36 

Role: Solo artist, songwriter/producer, ck3thing designer 
In the game since: 1 990 

Cred: One of the most successful and innovative female rappers, 
Elliott has sold more than nine million copies of her six solo albums. 
Why there are so few: "It's a male-dominated world, and it's hard for 
a female MC to be taken senously unless [she has] a crew of males 
backing [her]. And, females can't necessanly talk about the things the 
male rappers can without tjeing judged." 





EBRD DARDEN,32 
Role: Program Director at New York's Hot 97 
(WQHT-FM) 

In the game since: 1 991 

Cred: Has helped call the shots for the nation's most 
influential urban station since 2003 and has hosted 
MTV2's Sucker Free Countdown. 
Ontaking back the radio: " Eve is getting tons of 
airplay now. When Lil' Kim releases something, she 
will, too. Remy Ma does well in New York. From my 
perspective, it's always been atiout hit records and 
work ethic. Being out and touching fans in every 
market is a huge part of the hustle." 

Keith Murphy 



CHARLI BALTIMORE 
Debut: 7999 s Cold as Ice 
(Sony) 

The Philly-borri MC recently 
signed with superproducer 
Scott Storch's Storchaveli 
Records and is planning 
to issue an album later this 



DA BRAT 
Debut: ;994 s 
FunMafied (So So Def I 
This year. Da Brat 
turned her interests to 
reality TV, appearing 
on the fifth season 
ofVHI's Celebrity 
Fit Club. 





BOSS 

Debut 7 992 s Born 
Gangstaz (Def Jam) 
In 2003, Boss, the first 
woman MC signed by Russell 
Simmons to Def Jam West, 
underwent transplant surgery 
after struggling through years 

of kidney problems. 
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□N DEMAND 

MUSIC VIDEOS, BEHIND-THE-COVER EXCLUSIVES, 
LIVE PERFORMANCES, RED-CARPET COVERAGE, 
AND MUCH MORE 

(comcast 



VIBE ON DEMAND IS AVAILABLE EXCLUSIVELY IN THE MUSIC SECTION OF COMCAST CABLE'S FREE ON-DEMAND SERVICE. 




DEMA 




Select 
VIBE from 
the menu. 



TUNE IN TO VIBE ON DEMAND ON COMCAST'S MUSIC CHANNEL FOR BRAND-NEW PROGRAMMING. 
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Woman 



Hear Me Rhyme 

Lil' Kim's Hard Core is the best female 
rap album of all time 

Lil' Kim's 1996 landmarl< platinum solo debut, Hard 
Core {Big Beat), was an A&R's wet dream. The CD's 
cover art said as much: A hypersexualized petite 
Brooklyn chick wearing a gold, see-through lingerie top is 
spread on all fours as if posing for a '70s issue of Players 
magazine. And it didn't hurt that Kim was backed by one of 
the most talented, bankable rappers of that decade, the late 



The Notorious B.I.G, who wrote 
many of his feisty protege's fuck- 
what-you-think rhymes: Remember, 
"I used to be scared of the dick, now 
I throw lips to the shit," from "Big 
Momma Thang"? 

But shock value wears thin if the 
music Isn't banging. Which Is part of why 
Hard Core Is the pinnacle. Kim draws on 
all the great, diverse statements from the 
female MCs who preceded her. The 
infectious "Crush on You" recalls Salt 'N 
Pepa's carefree classic Hot, Cool & 
Vicious. The relentless "Queen Bitch" 
could have been a feature on MC Lyte's 
brazen Eyes on This (East/West, 1989). 
And while there's no confusing Hard 
Core's nihilistic aura with the defiant 
female empowerment of Queen Latifah's 
Black Reign (Motown, 1 993), Kim's "Not 
Tonight," on which she demands sexu- 
al satisfaction from a male conquest, 
certainly takes Its own, um, position, on 
hip hop misogyny. 

But Hard Core's true greatness Is ulti- 
mately indebted to the fierce competi- 
tion among female MCs during the 
'90s. That era's music fans bought into 
the idea of the female rapper — even 
second-tier acts like West Coast home- 
girl Yo Yo and Detroit's gangsta Boss 
were able to release successful albums 
as engaging as their male counterparts 
— and Hard Core set the tone for 
female MCs to come. Foxy Brown, 
Missy Elliott, Lauryn Hill, and Eve all 
built upon Kim's success. 

Should today's women MCs learn 
from the past? Back then, it wasn't 
enough to be the sexy vixen, 
the tough 'hood chick, the funny 
girl, or a battle-rapping lyricist. 
You had to be the complete package, 
like Lil' Kim — dare we say — the 
role model. Keith Murphy 



Is That Your 



3 female MCs for 
tomorrow, right now 





KID SISTER This is my shit right 
here.": That's Kanye West on Kid 
Sister's "Pro Nails," achopped and 
screwed ode to mani-pedis that's a 
worthy heiress to "Lip Gloss." The 
perky 27-year-old Chicagoan works 
a host of club-rap styles, compelling 
simulacra for hip hop hipsters. 



KENIKA0nT7)e 

Diary of a Hood Chicl< 
(Clematis), Houston's 
Kenika, 23, declares 
herself "a major bitch 
without a major deal . " 
It's true, too — she's a 
gifted writer, with 
attitude to spare, as 
seen on one of her 
besl songs, which 
prases the timeless 
question, "Why you 
all on my MySpace?" 
Indeed. 



MALA RODRIGUEZ Spain's most 
prominent female rapper, she's best 
known for "La Nifia," about a young 
female dmg dealer On her recent 
Malamarismo (Machete), the 28- 
year-old expands her palette with 
collaborations with Puerto Rico's 
Tego Calderon and Mexican rock 
chanteuse Julieta Venegas. 

, Jon Caramanica 
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HEATHER B 

Debut: 7993 s Heather B. 

(Asylum) 

The former MTV Real World 
roommate hosts Spitkicker 
Radio on XM Radio every ^ 
Saturday and operates ^ 
Nubian Nails and Hair in 
Jersey City, N.J. 




MCLYTE 

Debut: ?988'sLyteasa 

Rock (First Priority) 
With 10 albums to her 
name, the legendary rap- 
per is currently on the 
EBONY Black Family 
Reunion Tour with Doug E. 
Fresh and Kool MoeDee. 



MONIELOVE 
Debut: 7990's Down 
to Earth fWarnerBros.) 
The former radio jock 
is working on a cloth- 
ing line called Ladies 
First, which launches 
this fall. 

Linda Hobbs 



The (New) Boot Camp 

Once again, Louisiana is the top rap spot at the bottom of 
the map. How the state's current scene was born and raised 
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' hen Percy "Master P" 
Miller first set up 
shop in New Orleans, 
the Big Sleazy was better known 
for gumbo than gangsta rap. 
Seventeen years, back-to-back 
runs by No Limit and Cash Money 
Records, and a gang of Lil Wayne 
mixtapes later, no one would mis- 
take the steamy land of Mardi 
Gras for anything other than an 
Incubator of Southern sounds. 
But with N.O. still wading through 
Katrina's aftermath, other cities in 
The Boot (as Louisiana locals 
often call their home) have 
become talent hotbeds. This 
summer's biggest hits, Lil 
Boosie's "Wipe Me Down 
(Remix)," featuring Foxx and 
Webbie, and Hurricane Chris' "A 
Bay Bay," were born and bred in 
Baton Rouge and Shreveport, 
respectively. And though the 
towns are more than 200 miles 
apart, the connections run deep 
Here, how a local scene meets, 
marinates, and gets major. 

Brents. Grier 
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In 2000, Mel and Turk bail local rapper [5] 

Torrance "Lil Boosie ' Hatch, then 17, out of 
jail. Boosie leaves The Concentration Camp (a 
collection of Baton Rouge rappers who gets 
love from Shreveport DJ Hollywood Bay Bay) 
to become the first rapper signed to Trill. 
Three years later, he drops his solo debut. For 
My Thugz (Trill, 2003). 
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Mel and Turk meet [6] Webster "Webbie" 
Gradiiey In 2001 when mutual friends bring him 
to Trill Entertainment's new Baton Rouge studio. 
Webbie signs to Trill later that year and goes on 
to collatxjrate with Boosie on the album Pimp C 
Presents... Ghetto Stories (Trin.SfXO). [ : " : j 



In late 2001, Webbie introduces Mel and 
Turk to producer 

Allen Mouse becomes Icnown for the 
-bounce/crunk hybrid sound of Webbie's 
Give Me That," Boosie's "Zoom," and 
"Wipe Me Down." 





Mouse meets Jonathan ^ ■ after the 

death of a mutual friend. Foxx raps for Mouse, who 
brings him to Trill. Foxx signs to the label in 2006. 




In 2006, Shreveport rapper [9] Chris "Hurricane Chris" Oooley 
cuts "A Bay Bay," a record built around a chant that occurs 
whenever DJ Bay Bay enters popular Shreveport club 
KoKopelli's. Atlanta's Michael "Mr. Coilipark" Grooms hears "A 
Bay Bay" on Atlanta radio and contacts former TVT Records 
executive [10] Brian Leach. In January, Leach signs Chris to 
his new Polo Grounds Music. 




b) 2007, Leach adds Shreveport label 
V ■ to his 

roster. Lava House specializes In 
"ratchet music," a sound native to 
the town. Longtime Lava House 
collaborator Eari "Phunk Dawg" 
yfilliams produces "A Bay Ba 
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Why the concert film is the best 
thing to ever happen to a live show 




Concert films rule. Period. Yeah, I hear you: There 's nothing like experiencing the 
raw energy of a live gig. . .blah, blah, blah. But imagine watching the late Jimi 
Hendrix gloriously set fire to his Stratocaster in Monterey Pop: The Film 
(Leacock Pennebaker, 1968) while fighting through crowds of inebriated and acid- 
tweaked assholes yelling out lyrics to "Wild Thing" in your ear. Having landmark per- 
formances by the likes of David Bowie {Ziggy Stardust and the Spiders From Mars; 
Thorn EMI, 1 983), The Talking Heads (Stop Making Sense; Cinecom, 1 984), and Prince 
{Sign 'o'the 77mes; Cineplex-Odeon Films, 1987) at yourfingertips is heaven for music 
heads. And the backstage access — like watching in^verent funnyman Dave Chappelle 
put together his top-secret, star-studded 2006 Brooklyn hip hop show [Block Party; 
Rogue Pictures-Focus Features) — is like a stroll past the pearly gates. 

But concert films also provide the perfect historical snapshot, the kind of cultural 
perspective you can't get from an in-the-moment live gig. The Rolling Stones' haunt- 
ing and iconic Gimme Shelter (Cinema 5, 1 970), for instance, stands as the symbolic 
end of the late '60s flower-power era — nothing kills "peace and love" like the Hells 
Angels' senseless murder of a concertgoer. And even at their most self-indulgent, as 
when U2 brought in a full-fledged gospel choir to back them up in U2: Rattle and 
Hum (Paramount, 1 988) or when Led Zeppelin peppered their otherwise impressive 
performance in The Song Remains the Same (Warner Bros. , 1 976) with laugh-out- 
loud dream sequences, concert films only ask you to sit back and enjoy the ride. And 
the only drunk asshole you'll ever have to deal with is yourself. Keith Murphy 
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PressPlay The concert films to add to your DVD collection now 



...and why it's the worst 




I've tried to go there. Among a zillion others, 
I've watched Sade Live (Sony, 1 994), Public 
Enemy's recent Fight the Power: Greatest 
Hits Live! (Titan/Pyramid Records), even 2005's 
50 Cent Live Concert {ZYX). None of them work. 
Sometimes it's the angles, sometimes it's the 
sound quality, and sometimes the images are 
too grainy, or not grainy enough. But really? "Live 
in concert" means live in concert: a performer, 
or performers, onstage, performing. Whether on 
tape, on film, or on DV — it doesn't matter; the 
"liveness" of seeing a human in front of you, even 
if you're gazing down from the rafters, just 
does not cany over to the tube/computer 
screen/whatever. I want to smell the sweat. I 
want to either argue with or make friends with 
the people sitting around me. I want 
achos. I want to hear the mic squawk. I want to 
buy a T-shirt. And I want my ears ringing with 
a real voice performing real music all the 
way home. DSW 
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JAY-Z:FADETO 
BLACK (Paramount, 
2005) 

One of the grandest 
farewell show docs ever, 
Jay-Z's Fade is hip 
hop's The Last Waltz. 
Imagine how powerful it 
would have been if Hov 
had actually retired. 




THE COMPLETE 
MONTEREY POP 
FESTIVAL (Criterion, 
2002) 

A mammoth four-disc 
set compiling all of the 
film shot by D.A. 
Pennebaker during the 
Summer of Love's 
quintessential rock 
festival. 




SIGN 'O' THE VMES 
(Alliance, 2005) 

Arguably at the height of 
his powers, Prince is in 
full flourish here, spin- 
ning guitar solos from his 
masterwork of the same 
name in front of the 
crowd at Holland's 
Rotterdam Music Hall. 

Sean Fennessey 




For reviews of other worthy titles, check ViBE.com today. 
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Ballin' Outta Control 





Game always recognizes game. Unless you're an athlete who raps. Mic check! 



We 're so bad, we know we 're good I Blowin ' your mind 
like we knew we would.... When Walter Payton, William 
"Refrigerator" Perry, and the NFL's Chicago Bears per- 
formed the hip hop-influenced "Super Bowl Shuffle" back in '85, 
they didn't just go on to win the game — they changed it. 

Since then, dozens of athletes have picked up the mic. This year 
alone, San Antonio Spurs point guard/2007 NBA Finals MVP Tony 



Parker released his French hip hop album, TP (Music One), and 
Minnesota Timberwolves guard Troy "T-Hud" Hudson dropped his 
debut, Undrafted {Grade). But even after all these years, nothing's 
moved us quite like the Fridge. And unfortunately for the following 
eight would-be-big-baller rappers, VIBE hasn't been the only one 
playing the wall. 

Chris Yuscavage 



Allen 
"Jewelz" 
Iverson 
NBA Guard 

BROKEN PLAY: 
"40 Bars," from 
his never- 
released 
Misunderstood 
(Universal, 
2001) 

THE JEERS: 
"I would pay to 
see one of 
[Allen Iverson's] 
basketball 
masterpieces 
any night. But 
he should, like 
all of us, stick 
to what he 
knows." 

—ESPN.com, 
Decembers, 
2001^ 



Shaquille 
"Diesel" 
O'Neal 
NBA Center 

BROKEN PLAYS: 
Six full-length 
albums, includ- 
ing his platinum 
debut, Shaq 
Diesel {Jive, 
1993) 

THE JEERS: 
"Shaq is easily 
the best rapper 
in the NBA. 
Unfortunately, 
that's.. .like 
being the best 
bobsledderin 
Jamaica." — 
Entertainment 
Weekly, 
October 29, 
1993 



Roy Jones Jr. 
Boxer 

BROKEN 
PLAYS: Round 

One: The 
Album (Body 
Head, 2002) 
and Roy Jones 
Jr Presents 
Body Head 
Bangerz, Vol. 1 
(Universal, 
2004) 

THE JEERS: 

"What did we 
do to warrant 
two Jones 
albums?" 
— Orlando 
Sentinel, Af)ri\ 
13,2006 



Chris 
"CWebb" 
Webber 
NBA Forward 

BROKEN PLAY: 
2 Much Drama 
(Lightyear, 
1999) 

THE JEERS: 

"Don't you 
remember his 
1999 opus, 2 
Much 

Drama?... On 
second 
thought, 
Webber's 
album only sold 
7,400 copies." 
— Sacramento 
Bee, February 
25,2007 



Terrell 
Owens 
NFL Wide 
Receiver 

BROKEN PLAY: 

"I'm Back" 
(2006) 

THE JEERS: 

"He's not the 
worst athlete 
rapper I've ever 
heard, but.. .he 
should stick to 
the field." 
— DJ Big Mike, 
MTVcom, 
March 22, 2006 



Ron Artest 
NBA Guard/ 
Forward 

BROKEN PLAY: 

My World (Tm 
Warier/Light- 
year, 2006) 

THE JEERS: 

"Artest was 
raised in [the] 
Queensbridge 
[projects]... so 
perhaps he 
feels it's his 
birthright to 
MO. Sadly, his 
beats come 
straight from 
the Fisher- 
Price My First 
Rap Album 
Playset." 
—SPIN, 
December 
2006 



Deion 

"Prime 

Time" 

Sanders 

NFL 

Cornerfoack 
(retired) 

BROKEN PLAY: 

Prime Time 
(Bust It, 1995) 

THE JEERS: 

"Deion 
Sanders... 
cannot rap, but 
the man can 
play football." 
— New York 
Times, 

December 14, 
1995 



Kobe Bryant 
NBA Guard 

BROKEN PLAY: 
"K.O.B.E.." 
feat.Tyra 
Banks, from his 
shelved debut, 
Visions 
(Columbia, 
2000) 

THE JEERS: 

"Next time Tyra 
Banks starts 
thinking she's 
Oprah, some- 
one remind her 
she sang on 
'K.O.B.E.'" 
—ESPN.com, 
May 31, 2007 
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The Hitmen? The New York Mats are swinging for the National League pennant again, 
but they won't get a nng until they start playing better songs when they step up to the plate 



STRIKE ONE: All-star third basemen 
David Wright strides to the plate to 
Cassie's recent "Me & U." The only 
excuse Golden Boy could have for force- 
feeding us this record would be that 
there's something t>etween her and him. 
Since we're guessing not. time to switch it 
out to Jay-Z and Cam' Ron's 2002 anthem 
'Welcome to New York City," D-Dub. 
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STRIKE TWO: Catcher Paul Lo 
Duca often swings to the Beastie 
Boys' "No Sleep Till Brooklyn." 
Partying with barely legal hotties 
does require an all-nighter every 
now and then, but why beat 
around the bush when you could 
go with Michael Jackson's 1 982 
hit "P.Y.T (Pretty Young Thing)?" 



STRIKE THREE: Leftfietd- 

er Motses Alou doesn't 
have any at-bat music. 
While excessive vibrations 
might cause the ailing Mo' 
to simultaneously pull his 
quad and hamstring, can 
we suggest Biggie's 1 995 
jam "One More Chance?" 



YOU'RE OUT, 
General Manager 
OmarMinaya! 
Don't fire your 
hitting 
coach: 
trade 

theDJ. ' I 
Alex Gale | 




To hear the worst athlete rap songs, check out the "Where's My Ball?" blog at VIBE.com. 
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TELL PRESIDENT BUSH: YOU MUST DO MORE TO SAVE DARFUR. ^ 

SAVE DARFUR COALITION • 2120 L STREET, NW, SUITE 650 ■ WASHINGTON. OC. 20037 MMM 

TAKE ACTION AT www.SaveDarfur.org 




rich, 

though, and strong as 
hell.Thatisagrown- 
man drink right there." 




YFOXPIKELAND 
PILS (PENNSYLVANIA) 

"Actually, this one is 
quite refreshing. [Joe 
throws a handful of 
cashews into his mouth.] 
And not as bitter as the 
last one. Really dry and 
light. You can taste the 
alcohol in this but still 
consume a lot of it. It's 
very thin." 




REGENBOOGVI 
WIT(BELGIU 
"Spicy! It's got a 
aftertaste— and it's 
snrooth and bittersweet. 
I can mostly just taste the 
spice, though. Very 
tangy." 



HITACHINO NEST 
BEER RED RICE ALE 

(JAPAN) 
"Now this one is actually 
good. Tastes like a sweet 

Heineken.andlcan 
really taste the alcohol, 
which helps it go down 
easy It'll probably get 
youftvc/(edup." 



NORTH COAST 

BROTHER 
THELONICUS 
(CALIF^ORNIA) 
"Sweeeeetl This is that 
head-buster right here. 
Tastes like a mixture of 
wine and Guinness and 
is really rich. [Talking to a 
customer] Ever had 
some of that. Brother 
Theo?!" 
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HARVIESTOUN 
OLD ENGINE OIL 
(SCOTLAND) 

" I don't know if that's 
wood I'm tasting [bar- 
tender explains that the 
vanilla flavor comes from 
the wooden beer barrel]. 
It tastes better than the 
light-colored beers here. 
And once you go black, 
you can't go tack!" 



Photog 




I by MIKE SCHREIBER at Spuyten Duyvil in Brooklyn, N.Y, on July 19, 2007 
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Classes begin year round. 
Talk to a helpful representative now: 

1.800.592.0700 
makeit.aii.edu 



The Art Institutes" 

lerica's Leader in Creative Educati 



make it 

out the 
make it in here. 



There are no overnight success stories. It takes hard work to 
get where you want to be. That's especially true of the music 
and broadcast business. The more hands-on education you 
have, the more likely you'll be prepared for your career. 

That's why, at The Art Institutes schools, you'll learn on 
industry-related equipment. Instructors bring their real-world 
experience into classrooms and studios, giving valuable 
insight you can really use in your career 

Find out for yourself what you can accomplish, once you 
become part of our creative community. You'll like what you 
see. And hear. 
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Bachelor's, associate's, and non-degree programs. Degrees and programs vary by location. 



Ariinglon, VA • Atlanta, GA • Boston, MA • Charieston. SC" • Ctiarlotle, NC • Wcago, «. • Onciimatl. OH' • Dalas. IX 
DenvetCO • Draper, in • FWljixlenJale. a • Houston,™ • Indiaiapolis, IN- • JadoomilRR •lasVCgas.NV 
Los Angeles (Orange County), CA • Los Angeles (SanU Monica). CA • Los Angeles (Wilshlre BoulevartI), CA 
Miami, FL. Minneapolis, MN ■ Nasliville. TN- • New Vorti. NY • Ptiiladelphia. PA • Phoenix, AZ • Pittslwrgti, PA 
Portland, OR • Sacramento, CA • San Bernanlino, CA • San Diego. CA • San f=rancisco. CA • Schaumburg. IL 
Seatde, im • Tampa. FL' • Vancouva, BC • YM, m 



Hit Factory 

Before you drive off 
the lot, Swizz Beatz tells you 
which luxury rides have stock 
systems that really bump 




Pardon Kasseem "Swizz Beatz" Dean 
for misunderstanding the question. 
"What luxury car has the best stock 
sound system?" he asks, stretching his legs in 
the backseat of his spacious 2007 Bentley 
Continental Flying Spur "I would have to say 
the Rolls-Royce Phantom." 

With a stable of luxury rides, including the 
Flying Spur, at his disposal, plus two luxury car 
dealerships — Exotic Cars at Caesars Palace 
in Las Vegas and Exotic Auto Sales and 
Leasing in Scottsdale, Ariz. — in his portfolio, 
it's safe to say that the 29-year-old multiplat- 
inum producer doesn't roll like the rest of us. 
But his ear can't be denied. When we caught 
up with him in Brooklyn in July, Beyonce's "Get 
Me Bodied," Eve's "Tambourine," and 
Cassidy's "My Drink N My 2 Step," all produced 
by Swizz, were in heavy rotation on radio; and 
his sophomore album. One Man Band Man 
(Full Surface/Universal), was on the verge of 
release. And since we can't all go ghost, we 
pulled around five slightly more affordable 
luxury whips and asked him to play equalizer 
on the systems offered inside. Even without 
the Phantom, he gave us some honest feed- 
back. Let's take a spin. Chris Yuscavage 

1] 2007 BMW 750Li 

System: 1 0-speaker Harman Kardon LOGIC7 
Surround Sound 

Swizz says: "BMW didn't have any barriers 
when they designed this system. But if you're 
a music lover, you'll notice the system peaks 
out. The louder you turn the volume, the more 
It compresses, which means the bass that 
would normally bang isn't banging. They do 
that so the speakers don't blow." (starting at 
$79,675; bmwusa.com) 
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2] 2tX)7 Range Rover Supercharged 
System: 14-speaker Harman Kardon L0GIC7 
Surround Sound with Dolby Pro Logic II 
Swizz says: "I used to have this truck. The 
speakers are too low for an SUV, and if you turn 
the bass down and the treble up, it's gonna 
blow the speakers. For a car engineered like 
the Range and for the price they're charging, 
that should be impossible." (starting at 
$92,750; landrovenisa.com) 

3] 2007 Mercedes-Benz S550 

System: 1 4-speaker Harman Kardon L0GIC7 

Surround Sound 

Swizz says: "The subwoofers have an option 
that allovre you to control them and decide how 
you want to deliver your music. Unfortunately, 
the system doesn't go as loud as the InfinitI or 
the BMW, but it does sound different than the 
other four" (starting at $87,475; mbusa.com) 

4] 2007 Inflniti G35 Sport 

System: 1 0-speaker Studio On Wheels by 

Bose 

Swizz says: "My brother put me on to this, and 
surprisingly, I would say this has the best sys- 
tem of this group. It was major for Bose to team 
up with Inflniti. The sound comes out louder 
than it does in both the Mercedes and the 
BMW." (starting at $34,750; infiniti.com) 

5] 2007 Lexus LS460 

System: 1 0-speaker Lexus Premium Audio 
System with Digital Sound Processor 
Swizz Says: "This system uses technology 
similar to the BMW. When you get into them, 
you hear the same things. But the biggest 
problem is that the volume tops out and is still 
way too low." (starting at $61 ,500; lexus.com) 



Sound Scan Cadillac's new system is a burner 



If your car looks anything like ours, it's fly. Until you get inside. Magazines. 
CDs, sneakers, uh. gum wrappers (before the bi-weekly detailing). ... You 
get the point. But the 2008 Cadillac CTS is about to change all that — at 
least when it connes to music. 

Equipped with Cadillac's newest "infotainment" system, the 2008 CTS 
comes standard with an 8" retractable touch screen on the dash, seam- 
less iPod integration technology, a fly navigation system, DVD capabilities, 
pause and replay XM Radio, and, best of all, a 40GB Toshiba hard drive with 
1 0 gigs of free storage that allows you to rip any CD, CD-R, or unprotect- 
ed MP3 file and store it right in your whip. The system also utilizes 
Gracenote's Global Media Database, the same program used by iTunes, 
to categorize your music properly so even when 
you're riding dirty, your music selection stays fresh. 
(Starting at $32,990; Cadillac. com) C. Y. 
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THE TURNTABLE: 

STANTON T.90 
USB 

Yes, records are 
timeless. But it still 
might be a good 
idea to back up your 
rare vinyl in case of 
emergency. The T.90 
USB allows you to 
throw them all onto 
your computer's 
hard drive for safe- 
keeping. ($300; 
staf7fof7a'y.com) 





Hi-Five 

Crates of vinyl. 
Shoeboxes of 
cassettes. Racks 
of CDs. Gigs of 
MP3s. You have it 
all. Here, the FIVE 
components you 
need to enjoy your 
new (and old) 
media to the 
fullest 
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THE THROWBACK: JVC TD-W354BK 

As hard as it is to find a cassette version of your favorite album these days, It's 
even harder to find a cassette player. But if you're the type to have old versions of 
local radio shows taped, this JVC dual-cassette deck features Dolby's HX Pro 
noise reduction system on Deck B so your tapes sound almost as good as CDs. 
($220;yVc.com) 



THE PLAYER: DENON DCM-390 

CDs aren't going anywhere — yet. And Denon's top-of-the-line five-disc changer 
takes full advantage of the format, playing back CDs, CD-Rs, and CD-RWs, as 
well as HDCDs. ($350; iienon.com) 



THE RECEIVER: HARMON KARDON AVR 745 

Harmon Kardon's flagship audio and video receiver comes satellite radio and 
iPod-ready via The Bridge docking station and has the ability to upscale all 
incoming video to either 720p or 1 0801 using the Faroudja video processor. With 
support for the most popular digital audio systems (Dolby Digital, Dolby Pro Logic 
llx, and DTS), your music will never miss a beat. ($3,500; harmankardon.com) 



THE SPEAKER: INFINITY CASCADE MODEL NINE 
The woofers, tweeters, and midranges on a Cascade are all made with Ceramic 
Metal Matrix Diaphragm material, meaning you always get the truest sound 
possible. And the Room Adaptive Bass Optimization System lets you set up 
your speakers specific to any room. ($999 each; infinityspeakers.com) Damien Scott 



My Tunes 



Access all the music on your computer — 
no strings attached 

Every music fan needs a computer. But once you download the latest 
songs and albums, why would you want to get stuck carting your laptop 
around the crib just to hear them? 



Stop burning iTunes playlists to 
bump in your home stereo. 
Instead, invest in APPLE'S 
AIRPORT EXPRESS ($1 00; 
apple.com). With a 802. 11 g wire- 
less hotspot, you can stream 
your music to your home system 
via an optical port 
and get a Wi-Fi 
network (or the crib. 



The SONGS DIGITAL MUSIC 
SYSTEM ($999; sonos.com) 
offers a more elaborate network 
solution, including free, out the 
box 30-day trials of Internet 
music subscription services to 
Rhapsody and Sirius Satellite 
Radio, plus access to your own 
computer's digital music library, 
all managed through a wireless 
controller with a 3.5" LCD screen. 

D.S. 
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Willie Moore. Jr (P-Dub) R&B/Hip-Hop Artist 

'i 

Creating music wilh hoaliiKj |X)WGt is quile a lask in todayls 
liip-Mop yonre. P Diit) ktiows thai he has to draw Irorii [jersonal; 
expenences to continue to create next level music. Let thei 
crilics construct their categories, music is made so people tealj 
good — Gssentially. tlicir own personal therapy. P Dub (oels the] 
same way about his Gillelle Fusion razor. He knows that Ihej 
Gillette Fusion rtizor was made lor the next level man, which^ 
servos as his molivalion wilh every shave. 




YOU DON'T STAND IN LINES. YOU CREATE THEM. 

SHAVING TAKEN TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL. THE CLOSEST, SMOOTHEST SHAVE EVER. UNLIMITED STYLING POSSIBILITIES. 




bodybymilk.com 






Body Rock 

Plain tees aren't the 
only shirts that bang. 
Be fashionably loud this 
fall with these music- 
inspired tees 

1 . Stevie Wonder concert 
T-shirt by Wolfgang's Vault 
($36; wolfgangsvault.com] 

2. Classic Eazy-E 
T-shirt by Lola (S50; lola.com) 

3. Gangstar T-shirt by 
Lamar & Dauley (S46; 
myspace.com/lamaranddauley) 

4. Darlene T-shirt by Jeepney 
(S32; 201 -843-8600) 

5. Nas T-shirt by 
Division East 
(S25; dMsioneast.com) 

Rajnl Lucienne Jacques 




What you 
fi(j(jd lor 
October 



JORDAN BRAND ALL STAR 
SNEAKERS 

These limited edition Jordan XX2 PEs 
are inspired by Hol-lanta's Joe 
Johnson, Detroit's Richard Hamilton, 
Denver's Carmelo Anthony, and Dallas' 
Josh Howard No store will carry all four 
when they're released on October 6. 
($1 bO; iumpman23 com) 




CALVIN KLEIN STEEL 

1 1 lis season marks the 25lh anniversary of 
Calvin Klein Undenwear — the most iconic 
American brand covenng your ass in the last 
quarter century. To celebrate, there's a new 
line — Steel — with a campaign that stars 
Ac;ademy Award-nominated actor Djinron 
Hounsou. ($19-$27: cku.com) 




D&G TIME HIGH 
SECURITY 
CHRONOGRAPH 
WATCH FOR MEN 

Sporty yet sophisti- 
cated and available in 
stainless or black 
steel with a shiny, 
satin linish, this is the 
watch you need, right 
now. The face says it 
all; "Why not today?" 
($285-5325; 
dolcegabbana.it) 



Pfiotographed by BRIAN MARANAN PINEDA 
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New Era Fits™ 



Upload your best shot at neweracap.com to be part of the New Era. 



Cop, I .J i,L.o 



Driving Slow: 

IT'S GOOD FOR MORE THAN 
JUST BEING SEEN. 




I 



It's ok to express yourself behind the wheel. Just 
be safe while you do it. Because with Allstate's 
Deductible Rewards feature, for every year of 
safe driving, you can earn $100 off your deductible, 
up to $500, starting the day you sign up. So even If 
your ride takes an unexpected hit, your wallet won't. 
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KEEP IT SLOW 

Stowing down actually saves you 
money on gas. In fact, it con 
save OS much as 21 C a gallon. 
Being seen does pay off. 



YOUR 

CHOICE 

AUTO'tfS^ 



SIGN UP FOR YOUR CHOICE AUTO; 

ONLY FROM ALLSTATE. 




€1^ Deductible Rewards: Accident Forgiveness: 
J Earn up to $500 off f 1 Rates won't go up just 
your deductible. because of an accident. 



OSafe Driving Bonus: 
Get cash off your 
renewal bill. 



©New Car Replacement: 
Total your car in the first 3 years, 
and you can get a new car. 



IT'S TIM ETC MAKE 
YOUR WORLD A 
BETTER PLACE 
TO DRIVE. 

That's Allstate's Stand. 
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/lllstate 

You ri: ill good iKiiids. 



Features are optional and subject to terms and conditions. Not available in every state. Safe Driving Bonus is based on prior period's eligible premium and won't apply after an accident. 
Deductible Rewards apply to collision coverage. In NY and PA, deductible won't go below $100. Patent Pending. Allstate Insurance Company, Allstate Indemnity Company, Allstate Property 
and Casualty Insurance Company and Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2006 Allstate Insurance Company. 
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Show's 
Over. 




INTRODUCING THE ALL-NEW 2008 C-CLASS 



A sports coupe grille flanked by Bi-Xenon 
lights.' A chiseled steel physique styled 
with AMG flow. Over 14 million miles of 



testing. Standard Bluetooth plus 450 
watts of thumping digital surround sound. ' 
Why? Because we promised you a Benz. 
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■Vlcrccdcs Hen/ 



MBUSA.com 



Model shown 2008 C 300 Sport Sedan. 'Features listed are optional equipment. See your dealer for details. 



For mora information, call l-800-FOR-MERCEOES, or visit MBUSA.com. 
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Rapper with Diddy 



^ Sitting pretty with Evan Ross, 

'•'^^ Rayj,LirKim,andLeToya 



I want a girl with extensions in Iter 
hair — check — bamboo earrings, , 
at least two pair — double check i 

— a Fendi bag and a bad attitude f 

— sure thang. Peep Wikipedia's f 
definition of "round-the-way- I 
girl," and you'll find Keyshia Cole I 
all up in it. Few can hang with the I 
Oakland-native when it comes to I 
singing — but once the show is I 
over, her dance card stays full. I' 
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KEYSHIA 
COLE 



Sharing the stnge — fl^^onal 
time? — ivith You%i>izy 
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ENJI JASPER 




7i 



The hardest thing 
in the world is 
coming in from 
the cold 



stukkt lit 



STRKHT LIT 



SHAKE YOUR 
TAMBOURINE: 
Corinne Bailey 
Rae takes a cue 
from Eve at the 
London Live 
Earth c 
ulv 




LEGEND S BALL: , 

A lealhisr clad , 
John Legend ' 
showe off his ' 
wingipan at the ' 
4lS'Montreux / 
Jazz Festival on 
July 8. 2007. 



Any artist worth his/her weight 
n platinum can step into the 
booth and lay down a track, but 
they don't all have the stamina, 
presence, or chops to pull off the 
type of live show that makes you 
want to bronze your ticket stub. 
There are, though, a handful of 
pros who command the stage at 
sold-out arenas around the globe 
— and even bring the folks in the 
nosebleeds to their feet. 




MIC CH- 
CHECK: Ad 
Rock of The 
Beastie Boys 

makes a minor 
adjustment on 
the London leg 
of the Live 
Earth Tour^ 
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Let's Cruise Tonight. 

/ 

|\7] Your Car 

Your Crew 
13 Your King 



Your Crew 



BK® Late-night. Open 'til midnight or later.' 
HAVE IT YOUR WAY* 



2007 Burger Kin^ Brands, Inc. AJI riKhts resofwd. 




iial 





LISTEN 



DISCOVE 



ONNECT 

Step to their music, 
And liave them bounce to yours. 



This Month's Featured Artist: Kim Graham 

Member Since: December 18, 2006 
Hails From: Wilmington, DE 
Genre: Christian Hip Hop, Neo Soul, Righteous/conscious 

For more information go to: 
I isir hiaci(planet com/klmgraham 
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Artists on the Verge 




J. Holiday 

SINGING SWEET LULLABIES 

HI i< )l K .( 1 1 ly MIKE SCHREIBER 
at ClubMucaiiuduiiiNyi ,((11 July 1 1 , 2(ll<il 
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When J. Holiday, 22, slides into a 
lounge at the offices of Capitol 
Records in midtown New York, he 
doesn't much look like the grown man who sings 
"Bed," the sultry new ballad that has solidified 
his R&B lothario status. He looks a lot younger, 
like a guy who still goes on supervised dates. 
"My career has gotten in the way of my person- 

allife," Holiday says. "Musicis my only girlfriend." 

Clad in a black jacket with Born To Kill inscribed 
on the front and an Ed Hardy trucker cap tucked 
over soft cornrows, Holiday is the stuff pretty man- 
child soul singers are made of. But Holiday is 



downright old school when it comes to the state 
of R&Bthesedays. "I haven't been too happy with 
it, especially on the male side of things," he says. 
"The blues is gone. It's just about the rhythm now. 
They need to make a new genre just called R." 

Born Nahum Grymes in Southeast 
Washington. D.C., Holiday knows from the 
blues. He was raised by an ordained minister 

mother after his father died of congestive heart 

failure when he was 11 . His dad never told the 
family what was wrong. "I'm still getting over it," 
Holiday says. "All he had to do was have the sur- 
gery and he would have been straight. But he 



was like. 'Nah, I'm not doing that.'" 

With that touch of regret in his voice — a sup- 
ple, lilting purr — Holiday fills his debut album, 
Back of My Lac (Music Line Group/Capitol), with 
street-wise tales of his woman troubles. But the 
singer nonchalantly denies being a skirt-chaser. 
"I never just slept around," he says, though he 
admits he's lost count of how many girlfriends he's 
had. "For females, they go on three dates and 
that's their boyfriend. As far as me actually being 
in love, that's only happened three times. But I'm 
a Sagittarius," the young man says. "So I get bored 
easily." Unda Hobbs 



R&B fans rejoice. After months of walking it out and wiping it down, a wave of truly soulful releases is 
iii 'ri :::::P' S;::: OH the Way. ip stores this month Is TTie Real Thing (Hidden Beach), the third studio album from 

Philadelphia diva JILL SCOTT. The Grammy-winner has already hit off radio with her feisty "Hate On Me," and with help from hip 
hop producer Scott Storch and futuristic soul wizards Sa-Ra, she incorporates a newly diverse palette of sounds. This fall, 
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The precocious Keke Palmer knew she 
wanted to sing at just 5 years old. Less 
than a decade, several films, and a bur- 
geoning singing career later. Palmer, 14, is 
nestling into the space vacated by former teen 
queen Brandy. And just like Brandy's mom- 
issued "I Wanna Be Down" turtleneck, 
Palmer's not showing any skin. 

"No way. My mom will not let me," Palmer 
giggles over the phone from Sacramento, 
Calif., while traveling with the WNBA, perform- 
ing during the halftime of games. "Not even a 
little midriff. The stylist at my video shoot tried 
to give me a shirt with a slip above my belly but- 
ton and my mom was like, 'Definitely not!'" 

The daughter of a singing mother. Palmer 
auditioned for a Chicago run of the acclaimed 
musical The Lion King at 9. She was dis- 
missed, but instead of wallowing in defeat, 
Palmer moved forward. "I asked my mom to 
get me an agent," she says giddily, talking a 
mile a minute. "She did, and I tried out for 
Barbershop 2: Back In Business and got the 
part. We moved to California and bada bing, 
bada boom." 

"Bada bing" really means that she soon 
joined Angela Bassett and Laurence Fishburne 
for her breakout performance in the touching 
tale of a young competitive speller, 2006's 
Akeelah and the Bee (Lionsgate). Now, bada 
boom, she's crossing platforms. First came 
the peppy "All My Giriz" on the Akeelah sound- 
track (Lionsgate), and now Palmer is propping 
September's So Uncool (Atlantic), a light fusion 
of hip hop and R&B with teen sensibilities. For 
the album. Palmer proved herself a quick 
study, working with star songwriters Kenneth 
"Babyface" Edmonds, Rodney Jerkins, and 
The Clutch. 

"When Jimmy Jam and Terry Lewis were 
working on Akeelah, they told the director, 
'Man, I really like this girl's acting. If she could 
sing, she could really do something big,'" 
Palmer recalls. "They said I reminded them of 
Janet Jackson!" 

As ever, though, it was mom who was in 
control: When the director told my mom that, 
she was like, 'Oh yeah? She can sing. You 
should've told him that!'" Hillary Crosley 




churchy growler ANTHONY HAMILTON is set to release his still untitled So So Def/Zomba set, backed by appearances from Van 
Hunt, Mark Batson, and James Poyser. And remember LSG, when Gerald Levert (R.I. P.), Keith Sweat, and Johnny Gill got together 
and went platinum with their eponymous 1 997 album? Well, TGT — consisting of R&B vets Tyrese, Ginuwine, and Tank — is in the 
studio finishing up its debut, SEXRAYVISION. The group is featured on the remix for Tank's recent "Please Don't Go" and is in 
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The debut novel from a New Orleans rap legend... "C-Murder keeps it TRU his first time out the gate! " 

-K Wan, beslselling author of Gangsta 

"From the projects to the State Pen, straight with no cutJhis is as real as it gets. You can stamp this 'Hood Certified'!" 

- KaShamba Williams, beslselling author of Gnmey 

"if you've never experienced N'awlins, you will after reading Death Around The Comer" 

- Kwame league, author of The Adventures ol Ghetto Sam 

"C-Murder got that piff, you know what it is - that fire!" 

- B.L.U.N.T.. author of A Dead Man's Vengeance 





I just had some kids ask me for my autograph 
and picture at the airport," Wiz Khalifa says, 
exhausted, pushing aside a plate littered with 
remnants of a pulled pork sandwich. But while 
being accosted at Pittsburgh International — and 
at hometown gas stations and fast-food restau- 
rants — is a treat, seated at Virgil's Real Bart>ecue 
in midtown Manhattan, Wiz enjoys the anonymi- 
ty of being Cameron Thomaz, 20, a skinny, orange- 
soda-drinking out-of-towner with a microphone 
tatted on his arm. "It always emkjarrasses me," he 
says, "every time somebody knows me." 

He'd better get used to it: With a freshly inked 
deal with Warner Bros, via small-fry Rostrum 



Records, Wiz, whose style vacillates between 
the observational grit of Nas and the rubbery 
delivery of Yung Joe, is poised to become 
Steeltown's most famous hip hop artist 
since. ..well, since ever. After mixtapes like 
2006's Prince of the City: Welcome to Pistolvania 
with Big Mike, and the recent Grow Season with 
Green Lantern, and a 2006 street album Show 
and Prove (Rostrum), Wiz has branded his music 
as The Pittsburgh Sound. "It's that down-South 
bounce, that West Coast swag, that East Coast 
flow," he says of his city's melange, "We listen 
to everything." 

Lugging the baggage of an entire city's hip 



hop futility is an unlikely duty for a military brat 
who jounced between The 'Burgh, Japan, 
England, Germany, and South Carolina as a 
child, but Wiz views his experiences abroad — 
good and bad — as strengths. "I went two years 
without seeing my mom and the rest of my 
family in Pittsburgh," he says of living in Japan 
following his parents' divorce. "With what I've 
been through, I know that nothing happens right 
away. So I might do a show for three people — 
but that's three more people who are going to 
be saying my name to three other people." Start 
spreading the word — the kid may be at an 
airport near you. Ben Detrick 



negotiations for a spring release that's slated to feature production from Timbaland, Jimmy Jam & Terry Lewis, and The 
Underdogs. And finally, (VI ARIAH CAREY is set to drop her 1 1 th studio album this November. Island Records Urban Music President 
Jermaine Dupri, who was instrumental in returning Carey to critical and commercial prominence with 200S's multiplatinum The 
Emancipation ofMimi, has already finished five tracks for the still untitled album. Can lightning strike twice? Keith Murphy 




featuring TRINA 



ALBUM AVAILABLE ON 
iTUNES AND ALL 
MAJOR DO>XTv.'LOAD 
STORES!!! 

TEXT FOREVA TO 77876 
TO CiET THE HOTTEST 
WAYNE WONDER 
RINC.TONES!!! 



THE NEW 
ALBUM FROM THEj 
REGGAE SENSATION 
WHO BROUGHT 
YOU HITS LIKE: 
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Sign Up to Join the 
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CLUB 

LIVE NOW! 

Check out www.VIBE.com/McDonalds to become wise in the ways of 
the VIBE Dollar Menunaire. We've mastered the ort of tasting the rich 
life on 0 budget. 

Dollor Menunaires know you don't have to spend a lot to experience 
the rich life. That's why they love the Dollar Menu. From Double 
Cheeseburgers to fries. Eight deluxiorious items, each for only a 
dollar. That's not just tasty, it's smort. 

YOU KNOW WHAT ELSE IS SMART? 

Visiting www.VIBE.com/McDonalds for the hottest in music downloads, 
ringtones, magazine subscriptions and much, much, more. 

CAN'T AFFORD TO HIT UP ALL THE HOHEST CONCERTS AND PARTIES? 

It's okay - enjoy one of your favorite meals from the Dollar Menu 
and let VIBE Online grant you ViP access to your favorite artists and 
industry events. 

IT GETS EVEN BEHER! 

Each month, two lucky winners will win a special VIBE cover artist prize 
package. Live like a rock star through the VIBE Menunaire online portal. 
Eat like a McDonald's Dollar Menunoire. 



IN STORES SEPTEMBER 25"' 



VP RECORDS DISTRIBUTOnS SMS 1 38 " STREET. JAMAICA NY 11436 T^L 718 425-1 100 FAX 718658 3573 

VP FLORIDA 6022 SW 21- STREET. MIRAMAR. FLORIDA 33023 TEL 954 966 4744 FAX 954 966 6766 
RETAIL STORE (QUEENSll 7021 JAMAICA AVENUE. JAMAICA NY 11432 TEL 718 2975602 FAX 718 6576660 
RETAIL STORE (BROOKLYN^ 763 FLATBUSH AVE. BROOKLYN NY 11226 TEL 718 690.2667 FAX 718 693 2967 

W\V\V.VPR£CORDS.COM • \VW\TREGG.'\E.COM • WWW.MYSMCLC0M/WA1['NEW0NDER4L1FE 




Taste the Rich Life! 
www. VIBE.com/ McDonalds 
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WAYNE WONDER 


FOftEVA 


VP 





Veteran dancehall 
singer Wayne Wonder 
earned his stripes in 
the garrisons of 
Kingston, Jamaica, 
crooning quiet-stornn 
covers over raw digital 
riddims while gun 
salutes popped off in 
the distance. A master 
of aching torch songs, 
Wonder stormed the 
worldwide pop charts 
in 2003 with his self- 
penned "No Letting 
Go," setting the stage 



for a summer of Diwali 
mania. His first album 
since 2003's No 
Holding Back (VP/ 
Atlantic) continues 
in a similar vein — 
sentimental and sexy 
with a ragamuffin 
edge. Wonder's voice, 
airy and vulnerable, 
is perfectly suited to 
the task. 

"Again" reveals the 
hardest part of main- 
taining a relationship 
on the road while the 



energetic, earnest 
"Gonna Love You" 
sounds like another 
radio-ready bomb- 
shell. "Exposed" is 
a summery slice of 
audio erotica. Trina 
chips in two saucy 
1 6s on "For My Love" 
and Wonder's deejay 
alter-ego Suprize 
drops a tasty old- 
school flow over Don 
Corleone's Seasons 
riddim on "I Still 
Believe." The only real 
misstep comes when 
Wonder strays into 
strip-club cliche on 
"Take It Off." Crass is 
not sexy, and the 
secret of Wonder's 
appeal is the apparent 
innocence of his 
plaintive vocal tone. 
Maybe he really is a 
true playa, but that's 
best kept on the hush. 

Rob Kenner 
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Hip hop soul singer Lil 
Mo defined "Super- 
woman" in the early 
oughties with a tremu- 
lous but powerful pitch, 
lyrical frankness, and a 
flurry of rapper collabo- 
rations. But after two 
albums, a four-year 
hiatus, and a dead-end 
deal with Cash Money, 
it seemed the Balti- 
more belter would go 
the way of Lex Luthon 
In fact, she's been 
consorting with gospel 



luminaries — ex-SWV 
lighthouse Coko, 
producer Asaph A. 
Ward — an influence 
evident on her moving 
and mostly self-written 
third album. Pain & 
Paper. 

The deft Bryan- 
Michael Cox-penned 
"Heartbeat," a convinc- 
ing, heartbreaking 
track about a mur- 
dered lover, proves Mo 
to be a deft, emotional 
conduit bolstered by 



her gospel pedigree — 
both her parents are 
pastors. That passion 
turns to unfettered joy 
on the unrepentant 
"Youngin." a celebra- 
tion of younger guys. 
Though the self- 
esteem song, long a 
staple of lady soul, can 
feel like empty sloga- 
neering from half-in-it 
singers, Mo's best 
songs exalt in self- 
worth — consider 
leave-your-man 
instructional "Just Like 
That," breathtakingly 
arranged by Ward. The 
rap features Mo gained 
fame on sound thin 
next to these fierce 
gospel arrangements. 
With a new guide.Mo's 
become something 
more than super 
Julianne Shepherd 




There's certifiable 
mania on the debut of 
this veteran Los 
Angeles rap super- 
group. From the 
"murder for fun" 
promises of "Street- 
lights" to the redemp- 
tive "One Step," a call 
for a halt to black-on- 



black crime. Deep 
Hearted is both formu- 
laic and unpredictable 
gangsta rap. But only 
Krondon and his 
distinctive, duck-like 
croak bring color to its 
workmanlike presenta- 
tion. On "Dirty Dirty," he 
cleveriy twists Southern 



slang into a paean to 
L.A. crime life. His 
cohorts, Phil The 
Agony and Mitchy 
Slick, however often 
fade into the back- 
ground, making this 
posse little more than 
a one-man show. 

Mosi Reeves 



CALVIN HARRIS 




1 CREATED DISCO 




ALMOST QCXA 










Self-professed disco 
king Calvin Harris 
makes sweaty, synthet- 
ic dance music perfect 
for bedraggled hipsters 
and embattled drag 
queens alike. Thing is, 
the Scotsman doesn't 
make disco at all. His 
debut album is more 
like '80s synth-pop 



stars Yaz, cut with 
downtown dance 
kingpins LCD 
Soundsystem, combin- 
ing pulsing, simplistic 
Synth lines with half- 
sung musings about 
the generation gap. His 
is an intrepid sound, 
taut and gorgeous. 
Most impressive is the 



swelling, roboto-soul 
song "Love Souvenir," 
an elegiac counterpoint 
to all the strutting 
dance moves. Here it 
becomes clear, Harris' 
debut isn't just for the 
physically inclined. 
There's a tieart inside 
the machine. 

Sean Fennessey 
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KEKEWYATT 




QHETTOROSE 













KeKeWyatt's first 
album since 2001 's 
Soul Sista — and two 
years after erroneous 
accusations that she 
stabbed her husband 
almost ended her 
career — is warm, 
subtly assured, and 
mature; bringing to 



mind classy R&B 
stylists like Deborah 
Cox. Wyatt's clear voice 
and measured delivery 
is too good for pre- 
dictable drivel like "I'm a 
Hustler," but luckily 
there's also openheart- 
ed songs like the title 
track, which gently 



urges men to treat their 
ladies with dignity, and 
"You Are My Inspira- 
tion." Dramatic yet 
never histrionic, the 
mid-tempo ballad rises 
above cliche — what 
a joy to hear the right 
singer singing the right 
song. Amy Linden 
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When you help the American Red Cross, 
YOU HELP America. 

Contact your local chapter or 
VISIT redcross.org 

+ American 
Red Cross 



SCHOOL OF RECORDING ARTS 

800.226.7625 ^^W Univeniiy Boulevaid • WinKr Park. FL 32792 
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STAT QUO 


STATLANTA 


SMAOY'AfTERtMTHNTERSCOPE 





Bitchy East Coast 
elitists routinely blame 
Souttierners for 
yanking the feeding 
tube from hip hop's 
supine form, but the 
breadth of rap beneath 
the Mason-Dixon Line 
includes not only 
jangling ringtone 
anthems, but also the 
thoughtful, thumping 
legacies of Scarface, 
UGK, and the Dun- 
geon Family. Stat Quo, 
a decade older than 
many of his ATL 
neighbors and a 
protege of Dr. Ore, 
propels his debut LP 
toward the latter. With 
a lean, coarse voice 
and an elastic delivery, 
Stat handles txjunce- 
happy contemporary 
Southern fare capably. 



but Statlanta mostly 
aims higher, tackling 
poverty, women, and 
youthful indiscretions. 

"From the era of 
Jheri curis, Pac Man, 
and cassettes / Crack 
vials, Reaganomics 
nigga bangin' to 
death," Stat spouts on 
"Fire," rapping his age 
over an oozing Dre 
creation that stirs deep 
pianos, tambourines, 
and vocals from Bilal 
into sweaty perfection. 
Few of his producers 
have "red clay in their 
veins" — Dre and 
Eminem combine for 
roughly half the album 
— but Stat stays home 
sonically, mostly 
eschewing the dense, 
dry Shady camp 
sound. 



"G.R.l.T.S" is a 
leisurely piano-tinkled 
collection of memories 
about former flames 
that stays sweet 
without turning cloy- 
ing; when Stat talks of 
waking up "with your 
pillow full of makeup," 
he breathes life into 
the desiccated husks 
of relationships past. 
Equally wistful but far 
more grim, "30 Min- 
utes" tells the story of 
an abused and drug- 
addled young mother 
who takes her own life 
over a brooding 
Eminem-crafted 
sample and hook from 
quasi-lesbian Russian 
pop duo t.a.T.u. — 
thoughtful storytelling 
is what Stat does best. 
Conversely, "Pop OfT' 
has a predictable 
Young Buck cameo 
and prerequisite Three 
6 Mafia beat, but 
Stat's gun-talk, while 
competent, just isn't 
magnetic. Statlanta 
falls just short of 
brilliance, but by 
sticking with a vision 
that recalls the work of 
his heroes, Stat Quo 
has crafted something 
different and better 
than many of his 
contemporaries — a 
Southern thinker's 
album. Sen Detrick 




THE 001 TEAM 
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The Go! Team's pop- 
primitive 2004 debut, 
Thunder, Lightning, 
Strike (Memphis 
Industries), tempered 
cartoon cheerfulness 



with something more 
sinister — a demand 
for affection. Producer 
Ian Parton recaiited a 
melange of multiethnic 
and youngish musi- 



cians, rappers, and 
dancers, then outfitted 
them with ctieerteader 
outfits and choreo- 
graphed routines. Who 
could resist? More 
diverse references 
crowd Proof of Youth: 
the minor-key Sonic 
Youth of "Fake ID." the 
Chuck D-powered '88 
fury of "Flashlight 
Fight." But both, like 
the cheerleading 
shtick. pale next to the 
real thing. While there's 
something joyful in the 
cacophony the songs 
remain window dress- 
ing on the spectacle. 

Zach Baron 




ZAP MAMA 


SUPERMOON 


KADSUP 





The 2005 riots in the 
t>antieue of Clichy- 
sous-Bois. outside of 
Paris, put the plight of 
Europe's colored 
colonial subjects at the 
forefront of glotjal 
concerns for the 
younger generation. 
As Zap Mama 
doyenne Marie Daulne 
is part Belgian and 
part Zairian, one might 
expect her new project 
to reflect the tense 
climate experienced 



by her fellow folk of the 
African Diaspora. 

Yet Supermoon, 
Daulne's follow-up to 
2O04's Ancestry /n 
Progress (Luaka Bop), 
runs on self-absorp- 
tion — mirroring Zap 
Mama's shift from an 
all-femme quintet to 
an one-woman band. 
This disc operates 
somewhere along the 
hazy, toasty, kozmic 
continuum between 
Lenny Kravitz's Afno- 



riaut messianic poses 
and Corinne Bailey 
Rae's sunny Afro- 
pean, neo-soul-folk. 
Tasteful, Starbucks- 
primed "exotic" 
grooves are neither 
shaken nor stin'ed, 
even by the presence 
of rabble rousers 
Michael Franti and 
Meshell Ndegeocello. 
Instead, Daulne 
focuses on vague 
universal uplift ("GatiT 
— and on the rootsy 
title track, protests 
too much about not 
desiring superstar 
status. Only the 
polyrhythmic immi- 
grant's song "Go Boy" 
hints at anything like 
disenchantment with 
the West. These times, 
though, demand more 
dissent from the few 
Africans with a global 
reach and less trippy 
navel-gazing. 

Kandia Crazy Horse 




Youthful bands like B5 
— whose ages span 
14-19 — often struggle 
to publicly ditch their 
putiescent preconcep- 
tions. How to sing of 
manlier trappings in 
deeper voices wtien 
they're burned in all our 
minds as canary- 
prtched baby-faces? 
The Jackson 5 did it 
naturally, as youngest 
brother Michael's voice 
aged and developed a 
rich gravity, but ttiese 



days, manhood is an 
entirety different space. 
On Don't TaJK Just 
Listen, gone are the 
gossamer voices of 
tweendom; young- 
adult life now comes 
with groupies, hoopties. 
and heartt>reak. 

For their second 
album, ttie Diddy- 
discovered Breeding 
brothers snag more 
mature tracks from 
songwriters Bryan- 
Michael Cox and the 



Underdogs. Ttie writing 

is often super, cannily 
masking the txiys' 
sometimes-too-thin 
voices. Teetering 
between grown-man 
accoutrements, as on 
"Hydrolic" wiXh Bow 
Wow, and sweet 
valentines to teen 
shorties, they never 
travel too far below 
ttie tjelt. The lone track 
ttiat ventures from the 
ATL pop&B zone, 
"Rock Star." is the 
most interesting. 
Growling Jeezy-like 
"Yeaaahhhh's over an 
electric guitar, B5 
takes the Shop Boyz' 
noodling one better, 
crafting a don't- 
pigeonhole-US mission 
statement. Left to their 
own devices, they'll 
grow up just fine, 
ttiank you. 

Julianne Shepherd 
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Kevin Michael is all 
about peace, man. 
The 22-year-olcl, 
biracial R&B singer 
with the Greg Brady 
'fro has a serene, 
fkjwer-child vibe and 
a melodic brand of 
soul that could get run 
both in suburban 
Starbucks and on 
inner-city radio 
stations. And though 
his cliche 'one love' 
philosophy can feel 
like high-grade 



cheese at times, 

there's something 
refreshingly honest 
about the singer — 
maybe it's the hair. 

His self-titled debut, 
a collection of mostly 
butterscotch ballads, 
is deliciously liquid 
rhythm and blues. 
First single "We All 
Want The Same 
Thing," a funked-up 
version of "It's A Small 
World," delicately 
straddles two cul- 



tures. "All my gang- 
ster friends / and all 
my skater friends / We 
all want the same 
thing," he sings. 
Michael's sound is 
reminiscent of the 
scruffy bike messen- 
ger that was Robin 
Thicks four years ago 
and he has a falsetto 
shockingly similar to 
fellow Philadelphia 
soul man Bilal. But 
despite his Philly 
address. Michael 
manages to stray from 
the well-traveled path 
of his 'hood — he's in 
an uncharted com- 
mercial realm 
between neo-and 
blue-eyed soul. Think 
Michael Jackson circa 
"Black or White" — 
with more sex appeal. 
He's a uniter, not a 
divider. 

Shanel Odum 
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If Prodigy is the unsta- 
ble heart of Mobb 
Deep, prone to enra- 
tional outbursts and 
depressive rtiymes. 
Havoc is the Queens 
duo's calculating brain, 
responsible for some of 
their most materialistic 
lyrical instincts and their 
best gothic produc- 
tions. In recent years, 
P has released two 
celebrated soto albums 
when not working with 
Mobb, while Havoc has 



opted to stay behind 
the scenes, crafting 
similarly dark, organ- 
centric beats for artists 
like Busta Rhymes and 
Uoyd Banks. 

Havoc's consistent if 
unspectacubr soto 
debut is a celebratory 
inverse to his partner's 
gnm Return of the Mac 
(KOCH) from eariier this 
year. "Balling Out" is all 
glanxjur and decadent 
spending, reminiscent 
of the group's much- 



maligned G Unit 
project. 2006's Blood 
Money, though Hav's 
high-pitched tone and 
crisp couplets suit the 
sound far better here. 

But a festive mood 
still can't make Havoc's 
production anything 
other than claustropho- 
bic and tense — 
compact synths ring 
like broken car alamns 
in the night, simple 
snare patterns thump 
menacingly. "I'm The 
Boss" features a large 
chunk of Billy Brooks' 
"Forty Days." first made 
famous by fellow 
Queens residents A 
Tribe Called Quest on 
1990's"Luckof 
Lucien." Unlike Tnbe. 
though, Havoc isn't 
much for warmth. 
Recalling a recent hit, 
the opening line of "NY 
For Life" captures 
perfectly his indulgent 
ethos: "I got an ice txjx 
where my heart used to 
be." Sean Fennessey 




THE GANGSTA RAS: 

Munga Honorable 

"We buss it make the earth 
shake," sings Munga Honor- 
able, his gold fronts glinting in 
the spotlight. "It's like an earth- 
quake." Indeed, the 26-year-old 
artist's recent impact has been 
seismic. A year ago he was one 
of many apprentice lyricists 
around Caplelon's David House 
compound in Kingston, 
Jamaica. This past July, he 
made his debut at Red Stripe 
Reggae Sumfest in Montego 
Bay, appearing in prime time 
during Dancehall Night, thrilling 
an estimated crowd of 20,000 
with big lunos like "Earthquake." 
-Bad From Mi Born." and 
"Flippin Rhymes," all produced 
by ace hitmaker Don Corleone. 
As he puts it on "I Come To Take 
My Place," his ascent has been 
"so miraculous it's ridiculous." 

"I'm the best kept secret," he 
says after his performance, 
flipping the top of his Avirex 
hoodie over his green-and-gold- 
toil fitted Yankees cap. "I just 
needed a break. 2007 ah we 
year." What Munga lacks in 
humility, he more than makes up 
for with fearsome freestyle skills, 
a sharp ear for pop hooks, and 
copkHis amounts of swagger. 
"He's presenting a new flavor for 
the younger generatkjn," says 
Corleone. "He doesn't sound 
like anybody" 

Actually, he sounds a bit like 
T-Pain, sharing the rappa-temt- 



J 



sanga's fond- 
ness for Auto- 
Tune vocal 
effects. More 
importantly, 
Munga may be 
the first 

Jamaican artist 
to fully integrate 
a hip hop 
sensibility Into 
dancehall 
'v without sound- 

"^k ing forced. 

I "Busy Signal, 

/ Mavado, Hol- 

I lowpxDint — we 

represent the 
new era of 
dancehall 
reggae with a 
blend of hip hop, 
alternative rock 
n' roll, and so 
forth to attract a broader, wider 
audience," he says. 
Munga 's breakthrough came 
with last year's "Bad Like I," a 
daring battle track that catapult- 
ed him straight to ground zero of 
a heated multidimensional 
rivalry between Busy Signal, 
Aidonia, Mavado, and Vybz 
Kartel. "Dem txjy deh no bad 
like I." he huffed even as others 
were tiptoeing around the issue. 
"There's only one No. 1 spot," 
he says now, insisting that ttiere 
is no tiad blood between him 
and the others — although he 
was content to rewind "Bad Like 
1" after only a few lines during 
his Sumfest performance, 
perhaps mindful that the other 
artists were performing as well. 
"I came to take my place." he 
sings on the song 'Vocoder 
twangin',' "Never you forget 
my face." 
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HEAVY ROTATION 

JAH CURE hue Refleclions (VP) 
DENNIS ALCAPONE Forever 
Version (Hear1l)eal) 
VARIOUS ARTISTS Summer 
Records AtUhology 1974- 1988 
(Light In The Attic) 
PHVLUS DILLON Love Is All I 
Had: A Tribute to the Queen of 
Jannaican Soul (Sanctuary Trojan) 
VARIOUS ARTISTS 1? Inch 
Rulers: Henry "Junjo" Lawas 
(Greensleeves) 
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CRANKTHAT 

Supor-frBsh, now 
watch usjoek/joeldnff 
on thorn hators, man 



MCKSTORY 
ON THE 
BIGSTORIES 




LETS GET ITSTAFtTED: WHEN BLACK EYED PEAS PRODUCER WILLIE ("ONE MAN BAND MAN," PAGE 1 20) STROLLED INTO OUR OFFICE 
L^ST MAYTO PLAY SOME CUTS FROM HIS SOLO DEBUT SONGS ABOUT GIRLS (WILL.I.AM MUSIC GROUP/INTERSCOPE), MORE THAN 
JUST HIS SNAZZY CHAPEAU AND ENERGETIC PERSONALITY STOOD OUT ACCORDING TO VIBE ASSOCIATE MUSIC EDITOR SEAN 
FENNESSEY: "ATATIME WHEN NO ONE IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS HAS ANY ANSWERS, HE SEEMS TO HAVE THEM ALL." SEAN RESPONDED 
BY SPEARHEADING A STAFF-WIDE EFFORTTO SPECULATE ABOUT THE FUTURE OFTHE MUSIC BUSINESS ("WHAT GOES AROUND, COMES 
AROUND," PAGE 1 23). TEN YEARS AGO, VIBE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF DANYEL SMITH AND VETERAN SCRIBE MICHAEL A. GONZALES DISCUSSED 
A STORY ABOUTTHE FABLED DEBARGE FAMILY ("BROKEN DREAMS," PAGE 1 08). "AND WE FINALLY MADE IT HAPPEN!" HE SAYS. VIBE ASSO- 
CIATE PHOTO EDITOR ADREINNE WAHEED WORKED WITH MAMA AND PEACHES DEBARGE TO SECURE CLASSIC SHOTS OF THE CLAN. 
CHRIS BROWN ("WIPE ME DOWN," PAGE 1 00) DOESN'T ALWAYS ACT HIS AGE, VIBE ONLINE CONTENT PRODUCER LINDA HOBBS FOUND 
OUT "HE WAS SURPRISINGLY MATURE BUT STILL FUNNY," HOBBS SAYS. "HE MADE UP A SONG ABOUT ME ON THE SPOT" AND AT 5 A.M., 
BEFORE ALIYA S. KING TOOK THE TRAIN TO WASHINGTON, D.C., TO SPEND THE DAY WITH NEWARK, N. J., MAYOR CORY BOOKER ("MAKE 
ME WANNA HOLLER," PAGE 1 1 6), SHE FOUNDTHE POLITICIAN SITTING ALONE AT NEWARK'S PENN STATION. VIBE— WE'RE EVERYWHERE. 
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Chris Brown is all 

grown up. From 
chasing models 
to having "friends 
with benefits," 
there's more 
to him than 
a chipmunk smile 
and relentless dancing. 
With his ntw Exclusive, 
he'd like to take 
you to bed 




By Linda Hobbs 
Photographed by 
Jonathan Mannion 
in NYC on 
July 28, 2007 
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iarlem, USA. 114th and 
Lenox. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Towers. Saturday night in 
late July. It's hellish hot, but 
not scorching enough to stop a good game 
of basketball. At the Kingdome, a seedy 
but legendary court in the middle of the 
'hood, the Sacramento Kings' Ron Attest 
is warming up. 

He jogs up and down the fractured con- 
crete. With each poetic motion, specta- 
tors' eyes dance along with his sweaty 
moves, gasping to his body's every chord. 
But suddenly all eyes are no longer on 
Artest. Suiting up underneath a blue tent 
is Arrest's younger teammate. His name 
is Chris Brown. 

When the MC announces Brown's 
arrival, spectators strain to see. Camera 
phones flash. The bleachers tremble. 
When he walks onto the court, the scream- 
ing crowd warms up, as does a fortysome- 
thing heckler wearing a wh i te tee and a face 
that's seen better days. 

" Yo, Chris !" he barks from the top of a 
bleacher. Isyourman on thejlo '?If7jeain 't, 
letmeknou^r\\c cracks, singinglyrics from 
Brown's 2005 "Run It." The crowd bursts 
out laughing, but Chris ignores him. His 
face is tight and firm, like a boxer ready to 
beat the hell out of someone. 

If he's mortified by the trash-taiket, it 
on ly shows once he starts handl ing the ball. 
Someone throws him an easy pass, and he 
fumbles it. He gets the ball again and starts 
dribbling fiercely, channeling Allen 
Ivcrson. He crosses over, drives to the bas- 
ket, and. . .misses. Brown gets the ball again, 
swivels on his heel, and heads back to the 
hoop — air ball. 

"Why he trying to get all crazy?" 
a teenage boy on the sideline says, suck- 
ing his teeth. 

Soon enough, it's time for Chris to leave. 
His road manager, Maceo Price, gives him 
the neck-slicing "cut" gesture. But as Chris 
inches toward the gate, so do an army of 
teenage girls. Then, suddenly, kids male 
and female, big and small, race across the 
court after him. A big-chested girl about 
the age of 1 5, rocking a worn-out weave 
and miniskirt, slows down to catch her 
breath. "Chris Brown," she mutters with 
a smile, "is the shit." 

By then, though, Chris is a block or two 
away, ensconced in a shiny black Escalade, 
leaving exhaust fumes behind him. A gag- 




gle of screaming kids become a mere speck 
in the rearview mirror. 

K'forc Chris, now 1 8, was a star, he was 

'an average pubescent teenage boy fol- 
lowing in the footprints ot other pop per- 
tormcrs who've made singing, slick moves, 



and a pretty light-skinned face a gospel of 
the ghetto. His influence was the church. 
His altar is the stage, where he dodges size- 
small pant v-pitchingduringpertormanc- 
es. Brown is the challenger Usher — an 
inspiration whom he's also been accused 
oi copying — never had. 
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TWO GUNS UP: 

At 1 5, Brown nearly got 
into a serious fight at a 
basketball game: "If It 
came down to it, I'd do 
lat I had to do." 



mi 

His Hrst single, "Run It," produced by 
Scott Storch and written by Sean Garrett, 
became a No. 1 B////>Mr//pop single betore 
his eponymous album (which to date has 
sold 1.9 million copies, according to 
Nielsen SoundScan) was even released. 

He was the cuddliest crooner to pop up 



since Tevin Campbell, even though 
Brown ran with a rough crowd. "Run It" 
featured Dipset's Juelz Santana, and 
"Gimme That" starred hardened lyrical 
nobleman Lil Wayne. Both made him 
look like a schoolboy trying to shoot the 
shit with project delinquents. 



"The first album was me finding myself 
and my voice, Hndinghow I sing," Chris 
says, chewingon a piece of ice at Soho's Bar 
89. "I was rolling with the punches," he says, 
"because everything was new to me." 

When Brown speaks, it's with a slight 
lisp, and it it weren't tor the dab oi fuzz on 
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COMFORTER: 

"Everybody^wants a 
piece of your wne. And 
sometbnes you don't 
get your own time. 

T-shirt by Garbege: 
jeans by Rocawear; 
fitted (Jap by New Era: 
srjeakers by Clae 




his chin, he would have a complete baby 
face. Height wise, he's a handsome 6' 1 ", and 
his postute is damn near perfect, thanks 
to years of dancing and media training. 
His tight-knit posse — manager, road 
manager, mom, assistant, and bodyguard 
— act as image police, selt-esteem boost- 
ers, best friends, and, at certain points, 
drill sergeants. 

" Everybody wants apiece of your time," 
he deadpans. "And sometimes you don't 
get your own time." 

But on his new, sophomore album, 
£iir//<s/ir{]ive). Brown's no longer singing 
to the training-bra chick next door. Instead, 
he's stepping up his game, going tor the girl 
who might be willing to let him go all the 
way. On "Get at Cha," produced by the 
Underdogs, Chris gets straight to the 
point: "You gotta show me," he sings, "if 
you're ready to be a bad girl." 

"I got the younger girls," he says. "I'm giv- 
ing something to the older ladies. It's not 
like, 'Let me pull your panties down and 
do th is !' But I get a chance to express myself 
[about] how I want to be grown." 

On "Take You Down" — a song that 
Chris co-wrote — he proclaims: "It ain't 
my first time.../Let's bump and grind... /Let 
me take you down." Fun fact: The J. 
Holiday song "Bed" was originally written 
tor Brown. "Whoever his team was," says 
Brown, "was some assholes." He offered 
the producers $ 1 00,000 to get the record 
back, to no avail. 

"Girls are obviously losing their virgin- 
ity at 1 5, 1 6," he says. "I'm not promoting 
that, but [my songs] are basically talking 
about me becominga man." 

Growing up in the trailer parks of 
Tappahannock, Va., Chris was 
always about his voice. "He started singing 
in church," says his mom, Joyce Hawkins, 
aka Mama Brown, a short woman with 
straight auburn hair, rosy cheeks, and eyes 
that laugh. "To be honest, I never really 
knew he would become a singer. " Matter- 
of-fact, Hawkins says she never "paid a lot 
of attention" to young Chris' crooning 
around the house. 

Joyce separated from Chris' biological 
dad when Chris was 6. At first, it was all- 
good. "Two Christmascs, two birthday 
presents," he recalls. "It wasn't no big hard- 
ship on me," he says flatly at the restaurant, 
his mom within earshot — she leans in at 
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several points during the interview to hear 
what he's saying. 

When Chris was 13, he moved to 
Harlem, N.Y., and stayed with a friend's 
family while he worked on his burgeoning 
music career. "I was in the 'hood," he says. 
" 1 35^^ and Amsterdam." 

Between polishing his musical chops 
(according to legend, none of his label peo- 
ple knew he danced until his first music 
video), Chris sometimes had pent-up 
aggression, and it needed to be released. 
Once, when he was 1 5 and newly signed 
to Jive, he got into a fistfight with a guy at 
abasketball game over achair. "He was out 
there with his homies," Brown says. "So I 
was like, 'Oh, ya'll about to jump me now ? 
What's up then?!'" Luckily, the "homies" 
never got involved. And eventually, cops 
came and broke up the scuffle. And though 
it's tough to picture chipmunk-cheeked, 
flash-dancing Chris Breezy preparing for 
a fight, he says, "If it came down to it, I 'd do 
what I had to do." 

Hearing Chris' bluster is a shock, anoth- 
er reminder that he's much more than lungs 
of steel, ostentatious dance moves, and a 
dimpled face. Don't mistake his PG image 
for weakness. His ascent into young-man- 
hood recalls how elder stars like Beyonce, 
who went from being a good girl to a 
bootylicious blonde bombshell, and Usher, 
who went from a pimple-faced choirboy 
to a pants-dropping pop prince, crossed 
over from darlings to divas and divos. 

Brown recently bought himself a six- 
bedroom home in Virginia, where he lives 
with his 6-month-old pit bull. Diamond, 
and his 1 ,000 or so pairs of sneakers. He 
has three cars, including an electric-blue 
Lamborghini, and for his 18^^ birthday 
(which was captured for lATWsMy Super 
Stveet iS)^ famed jeweler DiBur sent him 
a watch heavy with ice. "I can't even tell you 
how many diamonds are in it," Chris says. 

In March, a set of suspect nude photos 
popped up on the Internet that were 
rumored to be of Brown, a sure sign his 
fan base was getting more mature and 
more sexualized. 

"First of all, I don't take pictures of 
myselfT he says with a smirk. "I ain't never 
feeling myself that much. If I'm gonna 
show somebody that, I'd rather show the 
person that's gonna be in the room with 
me at that time." 

He adds: "I'm the first one that keeps my 



''Girls are- 
losing their 
virginity at 
15, 16. I'm not 
promoting 

that, but 
[my songs] 
are».tallcing 

about me 
beooming 




image perfectly straight." 

And what about the rumored infatua- 
tion with crunk 'n' B starlet Ciara? Chris' 
face curls up as if he'd just noticed a foul 
odor. "I don't want Ciara," he says, deny- 
ing previous reports clearly stating he was 
obsessed with Bow Wow's ex. "I don't want 
any industry girl." Preferably, Chris says, 
he just wants a good old "regular girl." And, 
oh yeah: "a model." 

Some models you notice immediate- 
ly. Their legs seem like golden stilts, 
and their walk can crush a regular woman's 
confidence into a ball of defeat. 

When Jaslene Gonzalez, the champ 
from the latest season America's Nexl 
Top Model, saunters by Brown's table at 
Bar 89, he loses track of his conversation 
and his eyes seem to dance to her rhythm. 
Brown doesn't have a clue who she is, "but 
she looks good, though," he says, grinning. 

Noticing him staring, Jaslene walks 
over. "What's up Chris," she coos. "My 
name is Jaslene. I just won Afnerica's Next 
Top Alodei. I'm a huge fan." It's hard to 
tell who's more nervous: him or her. 

A couple of seconds pass. "How you 
doing? Nice to meet you," Chris even- 
tually says. Standing behind her is some- 
one who looks equally excited about 
meeting Chris Brown, a fella who could 
quite possibly be Jaslene's man. Chris 



leans back and notices the dude, keeping 
the smile going. "Oh, what's up, homie ? !" 

he says. 

When it comes to women, Chris is not 
quite the man child he wants you to see — 
he's a smitten little boy. The attractive per- 
former, who made/Vv^/^magazine's Most 
Beautiful People list and has been called 
one of the Hottest Men of 2007 by 
(SZ7////?//rmagazine, hasn't been on a prop- 
er date in more than three years. 

"My last girlfriend was when I was 14," 
Chris says, taking a sip from his second 
cranberry and Sprite. 

How old were you when you lost your 
virginity? 

I don't give out my details. I'm still a 
virgin in your eyes. 

But you 've had girlfriends, right? 

I've had girlfriends, but it's different. 
You mean relationship girlfriends or girls 
that you... 

Jump-offs? 

Not jump-offs ! Like, you don't be like, 
"That's my girl," but you know when you 
hang with her, it's like... 

Cut buddies? 

I wouldn't necessarily call it a cut bud- 
dy. We just cool. ..something like that. 

Friends with benefits? 

Perfect. Friends with benefits. Exactly. 

//ow wany girlfriends hare you had? 

Two.. .and a lot of friends with benefits. 

Such are the perks, and costs, of grow- 
ing up in the spotlight. "I'm girl crazy," he 
says. "Very girl crazy." But he rarely 
approaches women for fear that real life 
might get in the way of something bigger. 

"If I'm singling out one girl, think about 
all the other girls who arc falling in love 
with me in that club," he says. "What they 
gon' think? So it's like, I have a relation- 
ship with every girl. It's like every girl is 
my girlfriend, so I have to be faithful to 
every girl and not [just] talk to one girl." 

At this point Chris understands he can't 
just be a regular guy: He's CHRIS 
BROWN ". And he'll go to great pains to 
thwart tasty temptations in order to avoid 
crushed hearts of little fawninggirls. 

Some day soon, though, none of that 
will matter. Innocence is a necessary casu- 
alty of growth. "All I have to do is one 
video where I take my shirt off and grind 
on a girl, and then I'm a bad boy," he says, 
mischief creeping into his tone. "That 
image can flip anytime I want it to." □ 
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The house lights dimmed on a 
humid summer evening in 1994, 
and El DeBarge floated across the 
cluttered stage of the now-defunct New 
York City nightclub Tramps. 

"Respect to the old school!" screamed a 
drunk woman from the bar. El, then 33, 
gently grabbed the microphone and 
wrapped his feathery falsetto around a 
songbook of classic material from his fami- 
ly's R&B-pop group, DeBarge. Though 
he'd left the group in 1986, El opened with 
their heartbreaking 1983 hit "Stay with 
Me" (Gordy), which Sean "Puffy" Combs 
would sample for the Notorious B.I.G.'s 
1995 smash remix of "One More Chance" 
(Bad Boy) . As El sang, it seemed he was ready 
for another chance himself Despite rumors 

«that he was caught up in a 
MICHAEL 
WAS THE STAR OF 
THEJACKSONS, 
BUT I THOUGHT 
MY KIDS MADE 
THEM LOOK 
LIKE CRAP, pp 

fog of drug addiction, on 

this night, both El's voice and his wardrobe 

were sharp as nails. 

An ex-child preacher at Bethel 
Pentecostal Church in Grand Rapids, 
Mich., Eldra DeBarge still knew how to 
work a crowd, baptizing the blissful audi- 
ence simply by playing a few chords on 
his white keyboard. Born into a biracial 
— not hispanic, as many still believe — 
family of sublime vocalists. El became the 
brightest star of the eight singing 
DeBarge siblings. 

DeBarge was part of Motown's second 
wave of soul-music stars after founder Berry 
Gordy Jr. fled the grit of Detroit for the 
glam of Los Angeles. Consisting of brothers 
El, James, Mark, Randy, and their elder sis- 
ter Bunny, the group was transformed from 
Midwestern church singers to Right On! 
magazine teen dreams, complete with flashy 
1980s fashions and beaming smiles. But by 
the late '80s, DeBarge's fame was fading. 

Less than a decade later, El was in 
NYC to promote his new album, Heart, 



Mind & Soul (Warner Bros.), 
and perhaps to make a new start. 
Except for the huge hit he'd had 
with Barry White. Al B. Sure!, 
and James Ingram ol 1990's 
Quincy Jones-produced "The 
Secret Garden (Sweet Seduction 
Suite)," El had been off the radar 
for years. He was already a throw- 
back in a world dominated by new 
jacks like R. Kelly and Jodeci, but 
no one could have predicted that 
H,M&S would be El's last solo 
release for 13 years. 

At Tramps, El closed his eyes and 
sang the tortured lyrics of- "All This 
Love," a massive radio hit he wrote 
and produced in 1983: "I've had 
some problems," he sang. "And no 
one could seem to solve them." The 
poignant lines were a fitting synop- 
sis of the turbulent life and times of 
the DeBarge family — the greatest 
story never told. 

It began in 1975, when Barry 
White fired a crew known 
as White Heat, one of his 
many backing bands, which 
included pianist/singer Robert 
"Bobby" DeBarge Jr., the sec- 
ond oldest of the 10 DeBarge 
siblings. The whole DeBarge 
family loved music. They'd sing on 
Detroit radio on Sunday mornings 
and perform at talent shows. 
Bobby's talents always stood out. 

"I've never heard anyone sound 
quite like him, and with so much 
ease," producer Bernd Lichters has 
said. "I knew I saw a star." Lichters 
worked with former White Heat 
members Bobby DeBarge and 
Gregory Williams (a schoolmate of 
Bobby's) to launch the pioneering 
soul-pop group Switch. Bobby 
co-wrote and co-produced 
much of the group's music, but 
behind his good looks and tal- 
ent lurked a tortured soul. 

Bobby's drug issues were com- 
mon knowledge among the mem- 
bers of Switch, but his voice was 
too gorgeous to ignore. Still, Switch 

— which released five albums on 
Motown's subsidiary Gord\' Records 

— almost bounded into the studio 
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THE DEBARGE FAMILY ALBUM 

1. December 2003 Jermaine 
Jackson. Jackie Jackson, and El 
DeBarge at the Canal Room. NYC. 
for Kim Porter's B-Day Party 2. 1984 
Presenting at the 11th Annual 
Amencan Music Awards 3 
November 2003 El with Mos Def and 
Quincy Jones at Industria. NYC. for 
Alicia Keys' album release party 4. 
January 1985 Janet and James at 
the 12th Annual American Music 
Awards. Shrine Auditorium, L.A. 5 
Circa 1977 Backstage at a Switch 
concert in Detroit: Hazel Gordy. 
Jermaine Jackson. Bobby Jr. Bobby 
Sr., Tommy Deathra, Peaches, and 
Alice DeBarge 6. 2005 Mark and 
James in Los Angeles 7. 1983 On 
American Bandstand 8. December 
2000 At Chico's house in Grand 
Rapids 9. November 2003 At B B 
King's Blues Club & Grill for "MBK 
Presents R&B." featuring El & Chico 
DeBarge 10. 1983 Randy Tommy 
Mama, and Peaches DeBarge at a 
funeral 11. 2007 Randy and Bunny in 
Grand Rapids 12. Circa 2003 Robert 
DeBarge Sr with his daughter Deathra 
13. 1981 Switch at a radio station in 
Gary. Ind. 14. 1991 Bunny and 
Etterlene DeBarge in the studio 




THETVE 
HAD SOME 
PROBLEMS 

THEDEIMRGE 

FUMILrS 

STRUGGIES 

By Khary KImani Turner ^^^^^^^^^^^H 

The late Bishop 

William Abney, long- IK ^K^M^ 

time pastor of Grand n ^P ^''8''^i» 

Rapids' Bethel 11 ' i;^ 

Pentecostal Church, I ■ 

once summarized the ll i^- 'jiHl 

rise and fall of the II ^iit00^ 

famous DeBarge sib- II <^ 

lings as eloquently as II i' 

only a preacher can. "It ||_^^^^J5i 

was like putting an ice- ^5^2^^^^^ 

cold piece of glass into Ti^3t ^"VtiJ 
burning hot water." he said. ^U^' 

It's rare that crime and WBS»* 
addiction impact entire k 
celebrity families. But that's ^P\' 
the DeBarge family history, B ' r"^;. 
and it makes their struggles ^^^HB^^^H 
in life arguably just as M^^^^^^^H 
intriguing as their musical C^^^^^^2 
legacy. The clan whose sound 
took the pop and R&B worlds by storm in the 
1 970s and 1 980s got swept up in the drug cli- 
mate of that era — and in some ways, addicted 
to its own narcotic typhoon. 

The first sign of trouble came when Janet 
Jackson was courted by James DeBarge. The 
two met and reportedly became friends when 
they were 1 3. After secretly dating for months, 
Jackson left her family's home, and the two 
wed in 1 984. But the maniage collapsed soon 
after, allegedly due to strain from James' 
cocaine addiction. There was also pressure 
from Janet's parents — with whom the couple 
briefly lived at the Jackson family estate — to 
continue working. Janet had a role on the TV 
show Fame and was in the midst of recording 
her 1 984 album Dream Street (A&M). 

In 1 986. eldest brother Bobby DeBarge was 
ar-ested on an airiiner bound from Chicago to 
Grand Rapids when he told a flight attendant 
that he was a terrorist with a t)omb in his brief- 
case. The plane returned to the gate, and he 
was removed and charged with making a false 
report aboard an aircraft. He appeared before 
a federal magistrate and was released on per- 
sonal recognizance. 

That same year, lead singer El DeBarge, long 
rumored to be addicted to cocaine, was 
charged with aggravated assault and battery in 



Grand Rapids after he attacked a woman at 
Calvin College for reportedly refusing his 
advances. "I'm a nice guy, but not all the 
time," he told a/.os/Af7ge/es Times reporter 
who questioned him about his Jekyll-and- 
Hyde-like personality traits. 
"So many of them. They come out at strange 
times. I can be one way, then five minutes 
later. I'm another way." He pled no contest 
and was sentenced to a $1 00 fine and 80 
hours of community service. 

In 1 988. Chico and an associate named 
Dwayne O.Hill, also of Grand Rapids, were 
arrested at Detroit Metropolitan Airport when a 
routine luggage screening turned up a kilo of 
cocaine. Authorities made tfie two deliver the 
coke to their co-conspirator. Michael 
Jamison. Bobby was also implicated as an 
H I accomplice and indicted. The brothers 
B I received similar prison sentences, five 
HI years and three months for Bobby and 
^1 1 five years and eight months for Chico. 

He'd been sched- 
'^^^^^H^H uledtoperfonm 
. .'t?*^, during an antidrug 

' - ' telethon for the LA 

^^W^'"^^ County Sheriff's 
r^^Jpij;''^ ^ Department just 
J^,^^. i weeks after his 

JmOL arrest. His second 

'' ^ album, K/ssSer;ous, 
y was selling well at 

the time, powered 
TK^^B/^BS/k by the single "Rainy 
IKiifwl f J Night." 

I In 1990, bass-playing brother 
^1 Thomas DeBarge surrendered to 
■^■d authorities in Wyoming, Mich., 
after skipping a court hearing on 
charges of selling fake coke to an 
^^^"^ undercover officer. He was 32 at 
the time of his arrest and had already 
served time on cocaine charges in 1 986. 

After completing his sentence in 1 994, 
Chico released an album in 1 997, /.ong 77me 
No See (Kedar/Universal), which went gold 
on the strength of the single "Iggin' Me." The 
Community Empowerment Center of Grand 
Rapids rewarded his rehabilitation by granti- 
ng him the key to the city in 1 998. But in 2003, 
trouble found him again in Philadelphia. 
Hanging at Club Deco while touring with Tyler 
Perry's spiritual musical Why Did I Get 
Married?, he got into a scuffle with Philly 
mobster Johnny Casasanto. Chico was 
stabbed in the melee but later refused to 
cooperate with authorities. 

Casasanto, who'd been on supen/ised 
release from prison since 2001 for a racket- 
eering charge, was arrested and later 
released. Sources inside Casasanto's own 
organization described him as a loose can- 
non who'd tjeen "running wild." In 2003, 
Casasanto was murdered in his home. He 
was found in a pool of blood with a tether still 
strapped to his ankle. 

The episode was an eerie cap to the 
DeBarge criminal era. "Into every life a little 
rain must fall," Etteriene DeBarge said, "and 
this rain happened to be drugs." 



without his supple crooning. "I wasn't sure 
I wanted Bobby to be in the group because 
he was still on drugs," says Williams. But 
when a chance meeting in Los Angeles with 
Jermaine Jackson and his wife. Hazel (Berry 
Gordy's daughter), got them an audition 
with Gordy, Williams reconsidered. 

Bobby was determined to kick his habit 
before reaching Hollywood, sweating the 
junk from his system on the bus ride west 
from Grand Rapids. By the time anyone 
from Motown met him, Bobby was clean. 
Switch — which consisted of Bobby and 
Tommy DeBarge, Williams, vocalist Phillip 
Ingram, Eddie Fluellan, and Jody Sims — 
was offered a contract. 

Released in 1978, Switch's self-tided 
debut featured the ethereal "There'll Never 
Be," which rode the Billboard R&B charts 
for 19 weeks, peaking at No. 6. The album 
formed the sonic template for future groups 
like Jodeci and Mint Condition. 

"The night we wrote 'I Call Your Name' 
was a strange one," says Williams of the achy 
slow jam, sampled in 2006 by Polow Da 
Don for Rich Boy's hit "Throw Some D's" 
(see sidebar), "Bobby was dating La Toya 
Jackson," Williams says, "and she was the 
only girl on his mind. One night, he started 
fooling around on the Fender Rhodes. 
I started singing along, and next thing you 
know we had a song. I'm not saying the song 
was written for La Toya, but they were in 
love, and Bobby couldn't wait to play her the 
completed song." 

While Bobby was working on the second 
Switch album, Mark and Randy DeBarge 
visited Los Angeles to see what their broth- 
ers were up to. Before long. Bunny, Mark, 
Randy, El, and James made the journey west. 
Lichters leased a five-bedroom house and 
took them to buy instruments. "Motown 
put us on salary because we were starving," 
says Bunny by phone from Grand Rapids. 
"Because he'd lost the Jacksons, we became 
[Gordy's] pet project." Motown encouraged 
the DeBargcs to fire their managers and sign 
with De Passe and Jones Management, 
which was affiliated with Motown. They 
eventually agreed. 

While family acts like the Osmonds and 
the Sylvcrs had become passe after the 
Jackson 5 left Motown in 1975, the 
acclaim of DeBarge 's 1982 sophomore 
album, ^// This Love, inspired a new gener- 
ation of brothers and sisters — like 5 Star 
and The Jets — to bum-rush the sibling 
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scene. But DeBarge stood head and shoul- 
ders above the rest. Romantic, pop-friend- 
ly R&B jams like "All This Love," "I Like 
It," "Love Me in a Special Way," and their 
biggest pop hit, "Rhythm of the Night," 
from the 1985 Motown film The Last 
Dragon (Tri-Star Pictures), made the group 
crossover stars. 

But the DeBarge family was ill-prepared 
for the challenges of celebrity. Back in the 
1960s, when Gordy's hit factory was still run 
like a mom-and-pop shop, the "old" 
Motown was renowned for artist develop- 
ment that included everything from dance 
lessons to etiquette classes. The label's 1 9"! 
move to L.A. killed that tradition. 
"Coaching? What coaching? I haven't been 
fortunate enough to have people around to 
show me things," El told the Los Angeles Times 
in 1984. "Basically, I'm out there by myself" 

That same year, James DeBarge, the sec- 
ond youngest of the group, married Janet 
Jackson. She was 1 8. He was 2 1 . He was a ris- 
ing star at Motown, and she was struggling to 
break away from a notoriously insular family. 
James met her because his brother Bobb\- 
was dating La Toya. "James and Janet started 
secretly seeing each other," says Buiin)-. 
"Then they came to Grand Rapids and 
eloped. For the Jackson family, it was a night- 
mare. Nobody knew how serious it 
was, but they were so young." The 
marriage was annulled after several 
months amid allegations of James' 
drug abuse. It's long been rumored j^L 
that Janet gave birth to a baby girl Ml I 
who was raised by her older sister H 1 
Rebbie. All parties involved have 
denied the story for decades. "They 
say the kid's in Europe or that one of 
my brothers or sisters is raising it," Janet 
said in the May 2001 issue of VIBE. 
"But no, I've never had a child." 

It was also in 1984, during 
DeBarge's four-month stint as the opening 
act on Luther Vandross' sold-out "Busy 
Body" tour, when the family discovered just 
how famous they'd become. This was the 
era of Michael Jackson's Thriller, Prince's 
Purple Rain, and The Pohce's Synchronicity, 
but DeBarge was driving their fans every bit 
as crazy as those household names. "Girls 
would pull out our hair, tear off our clothes, 
and sometimes scratch off our skin," says 
James by phone from California. "It got 
even scarier when we stopped off in Detroit 
to perform at a record shop. The crowd 



broke down the barricades and smashed the 
windows. There were a lot of Beatles-type 
moments." 

Nevertheless, in the Motown tradition 
of separating powerful lead singers from 
successful groups — Diana Ross from the 
Supremes, Michael Jackson from the 
Jacksons, Lionel Richie from the 
Commodores — it wasn't long before 
divide-and-conquer tactics apparendy went 
down with DeBarge. "They made El think 
he was better than his brothers and sister," 




says El's 71 -year-old mother, Etterlene. 
"Michael was the star of the Jacksons, 
but I thought my kids made them look like 
crap," adds the woman who refers to herself 
— even on her MySpace page — as Mama 
DeBarge. Speaking by telephone from her 
home in Grand Rapids, her voice is as 
soothing as peppermint tea, but she harbors 
bad memories of Motown, which she's 
channeling into a book she's writing, tided 
The Other Side of the Pain. "Everything 
became about what Motown wanted, not 
what the kids wanted," she says. "My kids 
were fighting like enemies." 



But according to Bunny, it wasn't just 
label troubles that derailed the DeBarges' 
dreams of glory. "We weren't able to sustain 
our success because of our childhood," she 
says. On the surface, they seemed like a 
model family. But the parents' relationship was 
troubled. "Interracial marriage was still contro- 
versial, and we were talked about everywhere," 
says Bunny, lb maks matters worse. Bunny says 
her father and mother were ahvays fighting. 
"Mom came from a loving, church family She 
wasn'r used to people who were violent." 

Even family friends sensed problems at 
home. "To put it simply," says Williams, 
who's known and worked with the 
DeBarges since they were all youngsters, 
"their father was psychotic." 

Etterlene Abney was 17 when she met 
the 21 -year-old Army soldier Robert 
DeBarge at a Detroit skating rink. "At first 
I didn't think he would like me because I 
was so dark," Etterlene recalls. "A white 
man with a black woman. ..we were a freak 
show." They were married in 1953, two 
weeks before he was shipped out overseas. 
Etterlene says she'd never known brutality 
in her life — until she wed. "Robert was very 
jealous," she says with a sigh, "and an 
extremely abusive father." They stayed 
together 21 years before divorcing in 1974. 

"Bobby went through a lot of pain," 
says Chico DeBarge of his oldest brother. 
"My father sexually molested a lot of my 
brothers and sisters. You could hear that 
anguish in Bobby's music." 

Robert DeBarge Sr. has a voice as dry as 
sandpaper. At 75, he's had three surgeries 
and breathes with the help of an oxygen 
tank. "She has the right to her opinion," he 
says of his wife's allegations of abuse. "I 
don't think that I was at all... I don't speak a 
lot against her because she's the mother of 
my children. There are a lot of things, for 
the sake of the children, some things are 
best for them not to even know." Now 
remarried, with one son who died in a car 
accident, he firmly denies abusing his chil- 
dren sexually or otherwise. "Ohh no, no, 
no," he says, sounding shocked at the idea. 

"That may be our fault," says Bunny, 
unsurprised to hear her father's denials. 
"We never made daddy stand up. I don't 
hate my father, but he has a way of blocking 
things out of his mind." 

Robert Sr. was a trucker after leaving the 
Army. A religious man, he sometimes found 
time to play the piano. "I was musically 



inclined," he says with a laugh, "so the chil- 
dren couldn't help but be talented." 
Although he had split with "the boys' moth- 
er" by the time his children moved to Los 
Angeles, he says he "wasn't tickled to death 
about it," preferring they further their edu- 
cation instead. He never thought Motown 
would treat them right. "I knew they would 
use them instead of being fair with them. 
Being in the limelight is a struggle," he says. 
"Here today, and gone tomorrow." 

According to Bunny — who, like her 
mother is working on a book, omi- 
nously tided The Kept One — the 
DeBarge siblings' experience with drugs started 
early. She tried sniffing coke after the group fin- 
ished its second album and eventually became 
dependent on pills. "It was the '80s — doing 
drugs was the thing to do," says Bunny, stressing 
that she never went to sessions high. "If you 
weren't doing drugs, you weren't in." 

By 1987, Bunny had left DeBarge and 
was in a free fall. "I had no drugs to help me 
cover, no fame to hide behind," she writes in 
her forthcoming book. (Bunny has since 
kicked her habit, crediting the turnaround to 
her relationship with God) The following 
year, Bobby and Chico were convicted, 
along with two other accomplices, on drug 
conspiracy charges (see sidebar). Chico's 
self-tided debut album had been released 
just two years earlier, and he should have 
been enjoying the success of his single "Talk 
to Me" (Motown, 1986). Instead, both 
brothers found themselves in jail cells serv- 
ing five-year sentences. But the most tragic 
fall of all was Bobby's. 

"Bobby was always very sensitive and 
withdrawn," says Williams, "and there was a 
lot of abuse at the hands of Mr. DeBarge. 
Heroin became his main way to escape." 
Though he stayed clean for a while, after 
the success of Switch II, Bobby began slip- 
ping. "He was back on drugs, and his ego 
was out of control," Williams says. "Bobby 
was going around saying, 'I'm Switch.'" 

But Etterlene believes her son had sim- 
ply outgrown the group. "There was a lot of 
hating going on," she says. "People might 
have bought Switch records, but they were 
really buying Bobby's voice." 

Maybe he didn't need the band to show 
off his musical talents, but Bobby did seek 
refuge at his former bandmate's California 
home after being released from prison in 
1994 with the HIV virus ravaging his 



immune system. "Bobby's last years were 
hell," Williams says. "He was separated from 
his wife and kids and acting paranoid toward 
everybody. Bobby knew his hfe was basically 
over." He moved back to Grand Rapids the 
following year, and his family checked him 
into a hospice. After riding the heroin horse 
since his teens, Bobby died from complica- 
tions of AIDS on August 16, 1995, at the age 
of 39. Taking his big brother's death to heart. 
El would never be the same. 

uch was expected of Eldra. 
Like Bobby, El had "it." Aside 
from his vocal talents, El was 
also a keyboardist and producer who 
seemed destined to run in the same compa- 
ny as Michael Jackson and Prince. But at 
his core. El was more tortured balladeer 
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than mammoth pop star. 

IT WAS THE 



WAS THE THING TO 
IIO."SAYSBUNNY."IF 
YOU WEREN'T DOING 
DRUGS, YOU _ _ 
WEREN'T IN. ■■ 

"I've seen him get to a 
special place while performing, and he'd 
just start crying on stage," says his ftiend 
and collaborator David "DJ Quik" Blake 
from his Southern California home. 
"That's how powerful his music is." 

Legendary producer Kenneth 
"Babyface" Edmonds, who did production 
work on El's Heart, Mind & Soul, remem- 
bers when his old group the Deele — which 
included drummer-turncd-Island-Def-Jam- 
chairman Antonio "L.A." Reid — and 
DeBarge opened for Luther Vandross "I was 
in awe of El back then," says Babyface, "and 
learned much about songwriting and per- 
formance from studying him." 

El's solo track record is frustratingly short. 
Motown released his self-tided solo debut in 
1986, featuring the lighthearted "Who's 
Johnny." A second solo album, Gemini, was 
received with moderate fenfare in 1989. In 
1992, he laced Quincy Jones' majestic "The 
Secret Garden." El's first post-Motown disc. 



In the Storm (Warner Brothers, 1992), fea- 
tured underrated collaborations with Earth, 
Wind & Fire's Maurice White, a duet with 
Chante Moore, and a chilling remake of 
Marvin Gaye's "After the Dance" with 
Fourplay. While that track was a hit on urban 
radio, the disc was a commercial disappoint- 
ment. In 1995, Warner Bros, dropped EL 
With the exception of supplying keyboards 
and background vocals on Chico's classic 
post-prison disc. Long Time No See (1997), 
DJ Quik's 1999 Rhythm-al-ism (Arista), and 
Quincy Jones' 1999 I'm Yours (Warner 
Bros.). El hasn't recorded anything for public 
consumption in more than a decade. 
So, what happened? 

"Drugs happened," blurts Etteriene. "It's 
painfiil to talk about, but when El got into 
drugs, it just paralyzed him." As usual, the drug 
abuse masked deeper scars. "El was lonely 
without his brothers," his mother says. "He just 
couldn't deal with all the people in the music 
industry. Motown had taken all his publishing, 
and they're still making money from those 
songs." His ovm financial needs were just the 
rip of the iceberg. According to Bunny, El sired 
as many as 10 children, starting from the time 
he was 14. He could do litde more than put all 
this stress and pain into his music, but then one 
day the music stopf)ed. 

"Is this going to be a cover story?" El 
asked in measured tones the one time VIBE 
spoke to him for this article, in April 2007. 
Chico, who was recording new material in a 
Times Square studio, had gotten him to the 
phone, if only for a minute. 

"Not my decision," this writer replied. 

"Well, call me on Monday," El said. "We 
can talk then." 

After weeks of repeated phone calls that 
seemed to be ringing inside a black hole, it 
was obvious El had no intention of talking to 
anyone. But there may yet be another chap- 
ter to El's story. The reclusive soul man has 
recendy been spending time in a California 
recording studio with Babyface. Williams 
holds out hope for El's redemption, but an 
interview is another matter. "Most of the 
time I can't even get a hold of him," says 
Williams, CEO of Switch Entertainment, 
who is also acting as El's manager. "But the 
voice is still there. El still has that gift." 

Along with older brothers Bobby 
and El, the suffering "soul man' 
strain can be heard in Chico's 
music as well. While Switch, DeBarge, and 



El enjoy top billing in the DeBargc family's 
musical hierarchy, Chicos Long Time No 
See is a conceptual gem that recalls Marvin 
Gaye's 1978 Heie, My Dear (Motown). 
When he signed to Kedar Entertainment, 
home of Erykah Badu, Chico wasn't aware 
that he was creating such a memorable proj- 
ect. "Coming out of prison," he says, sipping 
a Grey Goose and cranberry in a Brooklyn 
restaurant, "my goal was to make music that 
would get me to the other side of the pain." 

After the release of Chico's 1999 follow- 
up. The Game, he and label founder Kedar 
Massenburg parted company. "Wc both 
have very strong opinions," says 
Massenburg. "His ideas for The Game were 
corny; Chico wanted to be more bling and 
mainstream. We did manage to make one 
classic album, but sometimes Chico can be 
his own worst enemy." 

It's 2 a.m. one Saturday in Times Square, 
and perfectionist Chico has spent the night 
working at Quad Recording Studios. 
Dressed in a sweatsuit and sneakers, he's just 
recorded a new track called "Make You Feel 
Good," featuring rappers Jim Jones and 
Young Nic, which he plans to release on his 
own Innovator Entertainment label as part 
of his new album. Lessons. 

The heartbreak in Bobby, El, and 
Chico's music has many sources, but part 
of it stems from having to constantly 
prove themselves worthy. The Jacksons 
are constantly namechecked as the first 
family of R&B. But when it comes to 
defining the canon, the artistry and rich 
contributions of the DeBarge family have 
been unfairly kicked to the curb. 

Slightly buzzed from the vodka cock- 
tail, Chico watches a taxi zoom down 
Broadway. "You know what us being in the 
studio tonight means ?" he asks of no one 
in particular. "It means the DeBarge story 
is not over. What my brothers and sister 
gave me was a beautiful musical legacy that 
has already been written in stone," he says. 
"Nobody can change that history." And 
that's a story, no matter how painful, that 
Chico intends to carry on. 

But his mother takes a different view. 
"If I had to do it again, I'd never allow my 
kids to be in the music industry," says a 
somber Etterlene DeBarge, who recently 
put a bunch of Chico's keyboards and 
recording equipment up for sale on eBay. 
"There are a lot of snakes out there," she 
says. "And they bite real hard." □ 



TIME WILL 
REVEAL 



WHY: 







'I'M 

























SWITI 



DEFINITIVE SAMPLL 



oy (2o 


ie 


4/lnterscope, 200 


houah 


Pc 


)lowonlv loops the 



FHEARDIN: 

DEBARGE 

IVESAMPli^ 



ALSO HEARD I 

DEBARGE 

DEFINITIVE SAMPL 



ALSO HEARD IN: 



DEDARGE 



DEFINITIVE SAMPLE: 





Cory 

Booker was 

elected mayor 
of Newark, N.J 
in 2006. The Ivy 
Leaguer was 
supposed to roll 
up his sleeves and 
resurrect a scarred 
city. After a year 
in office, he's struggling 
But is he doing the right 
things? ByAliya S. King 
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ayor Cory Anthony Booker is always on. And with- 
in a hour of meetinghim, it's clear that he has a plan 
not just for Newark, N.J., but for the entire nation. 
The ambitious Rhodes scholar and All- American 
tight end has garnered more national press than some 
presidential candidates — this because, after decades 
of corrupt leadership, Booker seemed like a savior 
ready to revive a city still struggling to overcome the 
legacy of race riots from 40 years ago. 5 His resume is 
sterling: Booker received his B.A. in Political Science andM.A. in Sociology 
from Stanford, an Honors Degree in Modern History from Oxford, and 
a law degree from Yale. His parents, Gary and Carolyn — two of the first 
black execs at IBM — raised him and his older brother, Cary, who is now 
Associate Dean of Academic Affairs at Rutgers University-Newark, in 
a suburb called Harrington Park, N.J. The office in the third oldest city in die country, 



median income there is more than $ 1 00,000. 
The Booker family made up most of the 
black population in town. 

Still, Booker s political career seems to have 
begun in the projects. During law school, 
Booker moved to Newark's Central Ward. 
He spent eight years in Brick Towers, a crum- 
bling housingproject that sometimes had 
noheatorhot water — begging the question, 
what's a nice boy like him doing in a place like 
this ? He says he had no interest in politics 
until his fellow tenants urged him to run for 
Newark's City Council in 1998. He did, 
unseatingGeorge Branch, a 1 6-year incum- 
bent, in a nasty race. Anonymous campaign 
literature referred to Bookeras a "white nig- 
ger," but he won by 500 votes in a runoff that 
kicked his political career into overdrive. 

After one term on the City Council, he 
ran for mayor against Sharpe James, a life- 
long politician who had ruled Newark for 
16 years. The campaign, a true David and 
Goliath match, was chronicled in the Oscar- 
nominated 2005 diO(:\\mtnx.ixy Street Fight 
(IT VS/P.O.V.). James' political machine 
tore down Booker signs, branded one 
Booker supporter a "terrorist," and targeted 
businesses that hosted Booker events for 
code violations. 

Booker lost that mayoral election to James, 
but four years later, he won — after James 
dropped out of the race. James has since been 
indicted on 33 counts of fraud and misuse 
of city credit cards. His predecessor, Kenneth 
Gibson, Newark's first black mayor, was 
indicted on, but later acquitted of, corrup- 
tion charges. On July 1 , 2006, Booker took 



a place he calls, "America's most underachie v- 
ingcity." 

But Newark wasn't always a model of 
urban decay. Originally a factory town, it 
became Swing City after World War I. 
Dozens of theaters and nightclubs hosted 
giants like Billie Holiday and comedian 
Redd Foxx. Jazz legend Sarah Vaughan called 
the city home. But federal housing policies 
encouraged massive white flight in the 1 950s 
and '60s. Resentment over discrimination 
and police brutality led to riots in July of 
1 967, which left 26 people dead. Today, a 
third of Newark's 278,000 residents live in 
poverty, and the murder rate is five times that 
of New York City. At Malcolm X Shabazz 
High School, 45 percent of graduating 
students indicate no plans for college stud- 
ies or employment. 

So Mayor Booker, part of a group of 
young African- American mayors of trou- 
bled cities, which includes L. Ray Nagin of 
New Orleans, Kwame Kilpatrick of Detroit 
and Mark Mallory of Cincinnati, faces an 
uphill battle. He still enjoys support from 
the national media and high-powered 
friends like Oprah Winfrey, Gayle King, 
BarbraStreisand, and Steven Spielberg. But 
some Newark residents are critical of the 38- 
year-old mayor and his rapid ascent to the 
upper echelon of New Jersey politics. "He 
just came out of nowhere," says 37-year-old 
Ras Baraka, principal of the hardscrabble 
Hawthorne Avenue School, and a former 
member of the city council who lost that 
post after Booker was elected. "He's not just 
from another city," says Baraka, "he's from 



a different pLtce^ 

Ever since his first campaign, the persist- 
ent criticism of Booker has been that he's a 
carpetbagger who may be able to lure corpo- 
rations to gentrify the city but can't connect 
to the underclass. Late last May, Booker 
crossed the Hudson River to visit VIBE's 
New York City offices, answer his critics, and 
tell Ne wjersey native Aliya S. King about his 
vision for the redemption of Brick City. 

Vou do know that some people — myself 
indiuied — vitcilLzteJromlovingyoutothink- 
ingyou are too good to be true. 
No, you'll have to help me. I try not to focus 
too much on what people think. 
Growing up in Harrington Park, when did 
you/irst become aware of race? 
I had two parents who were activists and 
lived a life of service. We were very conscious 
of living in an all-white town. From beauty 
standards to folks who might ascribe differ- 
ent things to us like. They renotgoingto be 
good in math 'cattse they're black.\A^ mam 
was in my school all the time and lectured 
my brother and I on beingproud of who we 
were. Traipsing us all around the world fi-om 
Harlem to Newark.... 
Did you experience racism? 
I talk to my black friends about this all the 
time. You experience more racism as a black 
kid growing up in an all-white neighborhood 
than as a black kid growing up in an all-black 
neighborhood 'cau.se there is not a day that 
you go to school that somebody doesn't 
remind you that racism and bigotry exist. I 
grew up in the time of J.J. and Good Times. 
Any black figure in the media was impressed 
upon me — looked nothing like me, but I 
would be that. CanltouchyourhairrWixtu. 
I had an Afro, that was a fascination. 
IVhatkind of seventh grader wereyou? 
I had a defining moment in seventh grade. 
I ran for president of my class and I still have 
the campaign literature. I had to give a 
speech and I realized I was phobic. I would 
break into sweats and my hands would 
shake. Whether it was football captain or 
senior class president, I had to force myself 
to confi-ont my fears. It didn't feel comfort- 
able 'til Oxford. 

Soyoudidn 'twanttogointopolitics? 
No. My heroes when I came out of law 
school were Geoffrey Canada, someone 
who wasn't known then but now runs the 
Harlem Children's Zone, and Marian 
Wright Edelman. I fell in love with Gandhi. 
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I read everything I could get my hands on 
about spiritual leaders and community 
activists. I used to tell people the next great 
movement would be a children's movement. 
I was marching on Washington with 
Edelman in 1 996. 1 thought that was how 
the world was going to change. 
f'VhyNewark? 

Because I'm a Jersey boy through and 
through. I flirted with East Harlem. I helped 
to start a nonprofit there during my first year 
of law school. I feel at home in Jersey. I'm 
Jersey-thick, you know ? \Laugfjs\ I felt at 
peace in Newark. I felt like this is my 
commun i ty. I was one of the only guys who 
didn't interview with the big 
firms, and I made $31 ,000 a 
year coming out of Yale Law 
as a grassroots activist. At one 
point, I lived on credit cards. 
I took risks my parents gulped 
at. I felt a callingfo be involved 
in the greatest city in America. ■ 
We're goingto show something 
in Newark. 

You did sowe things like moving 
into Brick Towers that ?nitde me ?o// my eyes... 
I know people feel that way. Some elect- 
ed official got all up in my face. I had lived 
there for tour years and I had just started 
emerging on the scene, and they got 
really angry. When I made a personal 
commitment to the people, it literally 
helped transform my life. 
Why not live in a decent apartment? 
Because I believe in my life, I don't have chil- 
dren, and I 'm not married. I want to give my 
passion, my hope, and my spirit to my 
dreams, [to] being a part of the transforma- 
tion — making the promise of America real 
for everyone. Many people feel it's out of 
reach. I 've lived all over the world, and I wept, 
literally, when I was leaving Brick Towers. 
yind yoiihtuitoknowitm^idejorascxystory. . . 
That's a cynical way oflookingat it. Martin 
Luther KingJr. lived in the projects for alit- 
de while. A bunch of mayors have lived in 
the projects. This is eight years of my lite. 
It wasn't just a media story. It was my home. 
I had a sense oflove and authentic commu- 
nity that I never got before. The things we 
talk about statistically, I saw firsthand. 
Seeingfi-iends ok mine shot and killed, teen 
pregnancy. Losinga job, prom nights. Seeing 
someone carryinggroceries up 1 5 flights of 
stairs. I didn't want to leave. 
The level of mudslinging in your first 
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mayoral election was insane. . . 
Sharpe is the master. I have seen politicians 
all over the country and he is a master 
rhetorician. We see now that [Newark] is 
bankrupt. We were at the bottom of every 
list, fi-om usable park space per child to home 
ownership rates. And he still had people 
believing that Sharpe is the man. He 
wasn't going anywhere without a fight. 
Losing and facing those obstacles was a good 
lesson for me and my team. Newark's called 
Brick City for a reason — it's hard. 
Peoplesuppo?-tedSharj>eJames — even when 
they knew he uuis corrupt. 
I think — if I can be critical of our commu- 
nity — there are so many people who have 
exploited them. If someone comes off as 
being authentic and can paint themselves as 
an underdog. Look at O.J. — th is dude very 
likely viciously killed two human beings. He 
got off and there were black lolks celebrat- 
ing. Now Sharpe, here's a guy who positioned 
himself as a civil rights leader. His speeches 
\\erea[\^out/ w,ishomherem.A/hadholes 
inmy.(hoes,you know, ^t legist he's one of us. 
At Iciist we can trust that We as black folks 
have to understand that the feelings of 
comfort arc not as important as the policies. 
Are you just another Democrat who tells me 
about universal health care and fully fimd- 
ing [schools] and then does nothing? We 



need b lu^lack political power, and not 
[letsol^ody] exploituson allegiances and 
coinkirt and familiarity. 
Some of your mtics said that your choice oj 
police director wtisn 'ts?nart A whitedirector 
in a town with a ma/orityoJUuk folks. . .. Did 
you want a bLick police director? 
Heck yeah I wanted a black director! The 
only thingi wanted more was a person who 
could drive crime down. I realized that the 
best person for the job was not black. I real- 
ized that he was an Irish cop ft'om New York. 
Did I swallow, knowing it would cause me 
some trouble ? Yeah. Did I know that some 
people don't vote for anybody unless they 
have a certain amount of melanin ? That was 
their litmus test. My test is: Do you have a 
plan to drive crime down in adramatic way ? 
Do you feel like you 've done the best job you 
can with involving the e.xistingblack activist 
community in Newark? 
The best job ? No. Have we done a good job 
at opening the doors ? Yes. I can't go out to 
the 500 leaders, but I can open the doors and 
say: This is your opportimity. We had a tran- 
sition that was so open. Some people decid- 
ed, unless Cory Booker comes and asks me, 
I'm not coming. What do we have to do ? 
Find me a mayor of a cit)' with a quarter-mil- 
lion people who has regular office hours. 
Sometimes there is a three-four hour wait. 
I just sit. If it takes 'til midnight, I'm there. 
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Show mc a mayor of a major city in America 
who does that. 

Vou ve also been critidzedfor the layoffi when 
you took office. . . 

It's an exaggeration. You know what ? I'm lay- 
ing off his mayoral aides. And the 1 0 direc- 
tors who were running depart- 
ments, we didn't want them. 
IVhat is your position on public 
education in Newark? Your critics 
aren 't happy with your support for 
charter schools and vouchers. 
I think every poor child in America 
should have the freedom to go to 
whatever school they want to go to. 
I'm poor? Education is my way out? 
Ineedtogetthebest education. But 
it's a pipe dream. It's not happening 
in New Jersey. So I am not expend- 
ing my energy to fight forvouchers. 
I am supporting the public school 
system and charter schools. We have 
the highest performing charter 
schools in the nation. 
How do you feel about the bill- 
boards that the Teacher's Union 
has put up that says: Help 
Wanted: Stop The Killings In 
Newark Now! .'' 
I don't want to talk about the 
billboards. I don't want to talk about 
the teacher's unions spending censiat 
thousands of dollars when many of tftir 
teachers don't have school supplies. Id 
want to talk about the fact that the murder 
rate is lower than it was under Sharpe James 
and they didn't criticize him. I don't want to 
talk about how they endorsed my opponent 
in every election that I've run. I don't want 
to talk about any of that. We need all hands 
on deck. 

IVhatdoyou want to happen with the school 
system? 

I would like for the state to pony up. They 
need to fijlly fund school construction. The 
average age of the schools here is 85 years. 
We have 20 schools built before the turn 
of the century. We have nine schools built 
before the light bulb was invented. We have 
a serious crisis in facilities. I want them to 
return our schools to local control. 
Squeezing our dollars from bureaucracies 
to the schools, giving more autonomy to the 
principals, having a plan for getting rid of 
bad teachers. 

Howareyougoingtorniikesure that Newark 
doesn 't suffer from the "Two Cities "dilem- 



ma because of gentrfication? 
There are advantages that Newark has over 
Harlem, which is not the model I want to 
follow, frankly. The advantage we have is, we 
lost half our population in 30 years. We can 
fit 1 00,000 people and not be overcrowded. 
And one of the best areas to do that is our 
downtown where there is no one living. Our 




New Jersey Devils]. He was pouring hun- 
dreds of millions. We renegotiated his deal 
and were able to get so much more. Second 
place, any police precinct, you will see more 
cops on the street, more technology. 
Number three, there is a whole dynamic of 
change at City Hall. But also Brick Towers, 
which are all empty — we have a redevelop- 
ment plan for that whole area. We 
had developers saying they were 
waitingfor a regime change before 
investing in Newark. 
ThisifVlBEj so I have to ask about 
your music tastes. . . 
\thoughfulpause\ This morning 
I listened to "And I Am Telling 
You" by Jennifer Hudson. I'm a 
huge Prince fan, the old Prince. I 'm 
embarrassed ; can I say I have some 
Michael Jackson on my iPod? I 
have "Man In The Mirror" on for 
my workout. Is that weird ? 
/ mean, don 't request that in the 
club. But you can mn to it 
If there was a black play, my par- 
ents took me to it. So I have "Be 
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downtown doesn't have to be us 
vs. them. You can't give up on South 20'^ 
Street and Hawthorne. We have to have 
plans for Springdale. We met with Queen 
Latifah and Shaquille O'Neal [ both Newark 
natives] about investing in our neighbor- 
hoods. I can't believe they built these verti- 
cal projects on Grafton Avenue. There is no 
place for children to play. We have always 
believed in warehousing poor people and 
havingpockets of wealthy people. We need 
moderate cost, middle class with lower 
income housing, green space, community 
centers... 

Point out three things for me that have 

improved since you ve been in office. Things 

I can see with my own eyes. 

Do I have seven months or in the whole 1 0 

years I've been in politics? 

Seven months. 

Dag. Okay, I will start with Sharpe James' 
arena [ Prudential Arena, fiiture home of the 



A Lion" fiMrnJre ioundtrack to The Wiz. 
Can I say IM^- some Eminem ? Is that okay ? 
[He looks to his press secretary, who says, 
"That'syfo^"."] 

I have some Alicia Keys, a little Talib Kweli. 
I 'm kind of old school. Some gospel Donnie 
McClurkin. And that guy, he doesn't sing, 
he's a conductor — Kirk Franklin. He's the 
Puffy of gospel music. 
Okay, a few personal questions. PVhat'sup 
with the wife hunt? 
Ummm, the candidates are out there. 
Is GayleKingone of the candidates? 
[Laughter] Gayle is waiting for me right 
now. She and I are going to an event togeth- 
er tonight. She is a very dear friend. We're 
very close friends. [He starts singing "Just A 
Friend" by Biz Markie] Look, I know I am 
going to get married. I have to find some- 
one who can put up with me. □ 
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. . The music industry is hemorrliaging. 

Major rabeli are dying. 

No one l<nows how to stop the bleeding — 
except Blacl< Eyed Peas' frontman LU 1 1 1 . 1 . G fTl , 

And he needs your help 



Smiling from ear-to-ear, 
wearing a charcoal vest, 
matching slacks, and buck- 
led jet-black loafers, look- 
inglikeadandyfrom anoth- 
er time, will.i.am, leader of 
the world's largest multiculti pop band. 
Black Eyed Peas, has an idea. Or rather, 
ideas. Will is presenting his forthcoming 
album. Songs About Girls (will.i.am Music 
Group/Interscope), and he can't stop talk- 
ing — buzzing about this and that, sound 
effects squirting from his mouth like a fire 
hose. You see, William Adams, 32, who 
keenly transmogrified his group from 
backpacker also-ran on Behind The Front 
(Interscope 1 998) to global phenom on 
the strength of 2003's Elephunk (A&M), 
isn't just releasing a new album. He's re- 
imagining how music is sold in America. 



o news flash, the music industry is 
in dire straits. With the digital 
onslaught in full effect, CD sales stay 
sinking like stones — so much so that in a 
recent New York Times article, industry 
consultant Aram Sinnreich predicted that 
this Christmas may be the last significant 
holiday season for the medium. Hip hop 
and R&B have been stungharder than gen- 
res like country and pop. The major labels' 
response to this crisis ? Ringtones and a 
prayer. Digital song sales, still just 99 cents 
per tune at leading retailer iTunes, hardly 
bring in the once-glorious payload of a 



By Sean Fennessey 
Illustrations by mchibillo 



physical CD. Single song deals, a model lit- 
tle seen since the 1 950s, may soon become 
all the rage at the major labels. MIMS, 
Shop Boyz, Unk? It was over before it 
began. The years of grooming a singer like 
Ciara or a group like OutKast are gone. 
Labels have long been strictly in the music 
business. Now, if a new artist actually gets 
an album deal, the contract will likely 
include clauses that demand a percentage 
of touring and merchandise revenue, osten- 
sibly to make up for lost sales. So why 
would a talented artist even sign with a 
label ? Do they matter anymore ? 

Nill, who speaks as if he's telling the 
last story he's ever going to tell, is 
proposing a daring — and maybe a 
bit stupid — idea for industry relief. It 
hinges primarily on user-generated con- 
tent, that pesky YouTube-driven concept 
that makes you, the average Joe or Jane at 
home, as big a star as the "real" celebrities. 

"What I didn't want to do is turn this 
record in, do a video, and then service it 
to. . .who ? Who's playing videos ?" Will says 
of an environment in which MTV rarely 
broadcasts videos. "You spend 200 Gs on 
a video and it comes out on YouTube. And 
then Melissa, who lives in Michigan, does 
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herversionof iton a webcam and she s just 
as famous — off my record." 

So rather than leak the single, shoot the 
video, and pray for a ringtone-able smash. 
Will has crafted a multitiered strategy. 
First, naturally, comes Songs About Girls, 
a concept album about an aspiringhip hop 
producer down on his luck, with a libido 
rarely in check. The album's first single, 
"I Got It From My Mama," is no lyrical 
magnum opus, but is as kinetic and pop- 
ready as any BEP single. Next, to accom- 
pany the album comes a still-untitled 
movie, which was filmed this summer in 
Brazil, starring Will as the producer and 
directed by acclaimed Idlewild\cnsmzn 
Bryan Barber. 

What will follow later in 2008 is the key 
component: a second album, featuring 
harder beats, produced by Will's character 
in the film. "I wanted to put an album 
inside ok an album, like those little eggs," 
he says. This is where things get interest- 
ing. He says he will make the songs from 
the second album not only downloadable 
for free, but also remixable on the Black 
Eyed Peas' Web site. Fans can then take 
their version of the song and sell it in a 
style similar to Musicane {musicane.com), 
a subscription service site that allows users 
to upload their favorite songs, including 
their own recordings, and sell them. Sales 
for a no-name remixer may prove difficult 
at first, so Will is pitch ing a somewhat ide- 
alistic sponsorship program. 

"What we're proposing to these brands 
is no different from when NASCAR driv- 
ers are riding around the track with a bunch 
of logos on [their cars] ," he says. "They're 
really skilled drivers racing, and it just so 
happens that they have logos and got a fat- 
ass check. So the same thing with music." 
It's the portals for the music, from comput- 



er applications like the player found on 
MySpace to portable devices like the 
iPhone, that are king in Will's world. If 
advertisers arc impressed by your sales, 
you'll be in bed together in no time. 

"Music is the Internet, right ? So how do 
you monetize this transferringof files and 
music ? The solution is the technology of 
building players. Don't just put your files 
out there — embed them in players and 
allow those players to be branded," he says, 
in a full whirr at this point. "People just 
want to feel like the music is free. It does- 
n't have to be. Just as long as it feels that way. 
Right now they're beatingpeople over the 
head with 'Buy an iPod.' iPods are great, 
but that's only one stream." 

If successfiil. Will's idea has several impli- 
cations. First, it skips the major label 
system, tearing down the wall between 
distributor, artist, and fan. This has long 
been a dream of artists and makes sense for 
fans always looking, through MySpace 
pages and gossip blogs, to get closer to their 
favorite singer. Soon uploading photos and 
video will become as crucial as the music 
itself makingthe music industry one giant 
cluster of entertainment. The second ram- 
ification is a new platform for discover- 
ing and launching artists. Essentially you 
and Will will become partners in this new 
global trade. Justin Timberlake has already 
begun the trend, signing Internet singing 
sensation Esmee Denters as the first artist 
to his new imprint, Tennman Records, on 
the strength of her powerful YouTube per- 
formances of songs by Mariah Carey and 
Alicia Keys. 

Will says he wants to "create a new infra- 
structure." Given that the industry has been 
stumbling on its way to doing just that, his 
innovation may be the quickest way to drag 
the industry back to its feet. 
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You haven't been in a record store in 
months.... Tower Records is gone.... 
Napster and Kazaa might as well be 
over.... CDs may be off shelves after 
Christmas.... What to do? 



k VIBE'S 30 BE 
MUSIC WEB SPOTS to get 

your fave sounds — rap. 
R&B. Latin— for free, for pay, 
and for life. Some are hidden, 
some are right In front of your 
face. Just don't hesitate. 

1. LEAVE NO MUSIC 
LOVER BEHIND 
ITunes {apple.com/itunes) 
\ou know it, you live it, you 




love it. iTunes is the No. 1 
digital music retailer in the 
world. Keep getting those 
tracks for 99 cents while you 
still can though — labels are 
getting tired of those low 
prices. 

2. MAKE FRIENDS AS 
OBSESSED WITH CHRIS 
BROWN AS YOU ARE 
imeem (imeem.com) 
Like a MySpace for music- 



heads, imeem is a social 
networking site that allows 
users to upload their favorite 
songs as well as make 
playlists. maintain blogs, and 
post photos and videos in a 
snap. Most importantly, you 
can befriend anyone who's 
posted "Yo! (Excuse Me 
Miss)" with one simple click. 
Ar>d it's all free. 
3. GET THE COMPLETE 
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With will.i.am's plan, the 
record industry could be 
in your hands. Chech 
the evolution 



compact disc 
The dying format was once the 
primary way to listen to new music 
before the digital onslaught. CDs 
are already out for most consumers 
and will likely become collector's 
items, like vinyl, in the next decade. 



iphone 

The iPhone, the most advanced 
multitiered music device ever, only 
holds 8GB worth of music now, but 
expect an upgrade in capacity as 
well as capability soon. Its commu- 
nication abilities also allow for the 
exchange of music via cell phone. 




doujnioads 

The next step in the music 
industry's evolution: digital 
downloading, mostly of MP3s, 
which are slowly overtaking 
CD sales. 




WORKS OF LIL' JON 
eMusic {emusic.com) 
A subscnption-tased online 
music store that offers MP3 
files free o( Digital Rights 
Management (DRM), unlike 
ilunes. What the hell does 
that mean? Basically, any- 
thing purchased from emusfc 
is playable on any MP3 play- 
er. The catch? Most of the 
albums offered by the site are 



from independent record 
labels. So you won't find 
any official Manah Carey 
releases (she's on major label 
Def Jam), but there's plenty 
of Lir Jon (he's on Indie TVT). 
4. STALK YOUR FUTURE 
BEST FRIEND 
Last.FM {last.fm) Another 
radio '*station"/social com- 
munity in one, the UK-based 
Last.FM lets you see the last 



1 00 songs your friends have 
played so you can ask them 
why they're still listening to 
Fengie's album. Let the fights 
begin. 

5. SOUNDTRACK 
YOUR LIFE 
MySpace 

(mus/c.myspace.com) Real 
talk: The song that plays on 
your MySpace profile is a 
crucial decision. One false 



move and you're going to get 
sonned by your friends. It's 
also an opportunity to hear 
more new and undiscovered 
music than almost anywhere 
else on the Web. 
6. HEAR AND SEE 
EVERYTHING 
YouTube (youfube.com) 
While technically a space for 
users to upload videos, many 
savvy Tube-addicts have 



used the site to sync songs 
to a photo of the artist or 
something more random, like 
two cats fighting in a tree. 
While sometimes bizarre and 
inexplicable, YouTulje is still 
a must-search for new music. 
7. UNDERSTAND YOUR 
OWN TASTE 
MusicMesh (mus/cmesh 
.net) Simply designed, 
MusicMesh allows users to 
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Culture Clash The ^ 

Internet is making the world '^^mf^ > 
snnaller. Too snnall, maybe? ^BtO ) 

As technology twists the telegraph into the ^^^^^^ ' 
IPhone, our world seems to shrink dally. Ifi^/ ' 
Entire genres of music that were once ^ 
impossible to hear outside of their native a 
environment are now easily explored online. The fullest embo«H 
ment of this cultural mash-up comes in the form of M.liV.. a Sri 
Lankan-by-way-of-the-UK artist whose latest album, Kala 
(Interscope), includes Aborigine and African rappers, a coconut 
guitarist from India, soca rhythms from Trinidad, and a tseat cour- 
tesy of Timtjaland. "I couldn't get into the U.S. due to visa trouble." 
she says. "It shaped my album. I had to start looking toward Africa 
and Trinidad and Jamaica and India. I'm not afraid of these coun- 
tries or the cultures or the sounds or the customs there. If I made 
a record that sounds different from what is coming out in America 
this year, then cool. " There is a danger that musical globalization will 
cnpple regional sounds due to invasive outside influences, how- 
ever. And there's always the opportunity for misunderstanding 
when culture is stripped of context; On their collaboration, Timtw 
counters M.I.A.'s mention of an "Indian tiatie" — as in from India — 
with an offer to go back to her "teepee." Yikes. Sen Detrick 



Caught On Tape 

YouTube is great, but does it 
put your favorite artists at risk? 

Celebrity-studded controversy does num- 
bers, and for those in the limelight , the glare 
of the pixilated YouTube snippet can 
expose ugly warts. Witness the downfall of 
Michael Richards after his racist rant at a Los Angeles comedy 
club. Ray J, Fred Durst, and Benzino are musicians who have been 
captured in flagrante delicto on sex videos circulated on the 
Internet. On YouTube, you can see both Beyonce and Kelly 
Rowland collapsing on stage during separate concerts. In April, a 
clip surfaced of AKON aggressively dry-humping a 1 4-year-old 
pastor's daughter at a Trinidad concert. Met with widespread pub- 
lic indignation, the footage convinced Verizon to end its sponsor- 
ship relationship with Akon and his tour. Yet he seems less than 
distraught over the furor caused by his simulated sex act. "I look at 
it like all publicity I get is good publicity, even if people consider it 
bad," he says. "I know they probably thought it would destroy me, 
but it actually made me bigger." Another recent clip showed Akon 
heaving a heckler off the stage. "A controversy can happen at any 
given moment," he says. "All you can do is do what you do, 
because there's always going to be something that makes it onto 
YouTube." B.D. 





Money 




With CD sales dwindling and 
everyone and their mama 
following SoundScan 
nervously, artists aren't getting 

Baid the way they used to. 
oi±i Luould they fix 
things? 



50 CENT 



SOcent.com 

"The music companies are gonna just start 
doing single deals. If the single works, ring- 
tones will pay foryour album. All you gotta 
do is go in the studio, mix and master the 
single, then put it out. If it connects, the 
ringtone can earn enough to support a 
budget to create your album." 
50 Cent's latest album is Curtis 
(Shady/AJiermath/Interscope, 2007) 



neRMHlNt DUPRI 



jermainedupri. com 

"As technolog)'gets more and more high 
tech, you're going to be able to buy music 
di reedy off the radio. You are going to be able 
to just snatch it right off the radio and put it 
into your iPod, or put it into your computer." 
JermaineDupri is President oJXJrbanAlusic at 
Island Records 



CHHMILLIONfilRe 



chamillionaire.com 

"I'm one of the most viral people online 
right now. I'm still on MySpace everyday. I 
answer e-mails. And they can get on there 
and see a blog every week, and I update the 
pictures myself. But at the same time, I can't 
say that I completely like it. There are little 
kids right now who are like 1 2 years old, 
1 1 years old, who will tell you 
* SoundScan numbers. What part of the 
game is that where litde kids are telling 
you SoundScan numbers ? It never used 
to be like that. I couldn't tell you what 
UGK's first album sold the first week." 
Chamillionaire's latest album is 
Ultimate Victory (Universal, 2007) 



search for their favorite artist 
and. in seconds, returns info 
about every album with audio 
samples, a Wikipedia entry, 
Amazon links, user-submit- 
ted reviews, and YouTutie 
videos. Dopest of all, the site 
offers suggestions for six 
more albums you may dig. 
Like Bow Wow? Try Cherish. 
It's that easy, and it's free. 
8. NEVER FALL BEHIND 



Nah Right (nahright. com) 
Written by the ever-hungry 
"eskay " Nah Right is the No.1 
location for leaks and New 
York rap-centric news. If it ain't 
there, it probably ain't even. 
9. BEAT NAH RIGHT TO 
THE PUNCH 

Boxden {itsbx. com) A secre- 
tive forum chock-full of 
leaked tracks and old gems, 
Boxden is full of passionate 



users searching for a simple 
"props" note for their uncov- 
ered tracks. It's notoriously 
difficult to acquire an account 
here, making Boxden hip 
hop's chamt)er of secrets. 
1 0. HEAR JERRY BUTLER 
AND CLIPSE 

Soul Sides [soul-sides, com) 
Run by VIBE contributor 
Oliver Wang. Soul Sides is 
one of the oldest and best 



audioblogs, offenng mostly 
rare vinyl soul cuts with an 
eye toward the influence 
those records have had on 
today's rap landscape. 
Sharply drawn and cleverly 
written. 

11. GET COMMERCIAL 
WITH IT 

Yahoo! Music {music.yahoo 
. com) Yahool has long tieen a 
music giant, premiering 



videos on ttieir site and offer- 
ing an impressive searchable 
database. They may be the 
old guard, but they've done a 
better job than any other site 
at keeping up with the 
Joneses. 

12. BE A POP SAVANT 
BlogMusik {blogmusik.nef) 
Another community-tiased 
site, this one Is heavily pop- 
centric. If you need a Beyonce 
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LLOVD 



I lloydpolite.com 

"Ringtones make it easier for artists like myself 
who are young and fresh, who may not have the 
funding to create a whole LP. In my perfect 
world, you'd be able to release an album with 
only eight or nine songs instead of 1 6 or 1 7. 
When your record sells for $9.99 at Best Buy, / 
why put 17? That makes the value under a 
dollar per record." 
Lloyd's latest album is Street Love 
(The Inc./Universal/ Motown, 2007) 



STMT QUO 



statquo.com 

"Instead of doing whole mixtapes, I'm putting 
out freestyles every week and throwing 'em all 
over the Web where people can download 
them for free. It's an easy way to get your 
name out. The CD is gonna be like the 
8-track and the cassette soon." 
Stat Qiw's debut album, Statlanta 
(Shady/ Aftermath /Interscope), will 
be released this year 




LUPE FlfiSCO 



/upeffasco.com 

"I make sure the music itself is a commercial for 
something else — let the music become product 
placement. My first album was actually an experi- 
ment. My album cover had a lot of products, and 
I went back to see how much those products 
went up as far as awareness." 
Lupe Fiasco's debut album, Food & Liquor 
( 1st & 1 5th/ Atlantic), was released last year 



RICH EMiiV 



I richboyonline.com 
"MySpace, Facebook, things that everyone 
can access for free, they all help right now. 
People want to see how you're living. I just 
posted a photo of me sleeping at the airport. 
People stay connected like that." 
Rich Boy's self-titled debut was released this 
year on Zone4/Interscope. 
Additional reporting by Kendra Desrosiers, 
Brent Grier, Linda Hobbs, Keith Murphy, 
Julianne SheplTerd, and Chris Yuscavage. 



Pich It Up Ringtones are 
moneymakers in the music 
business. But will they last? 



Anyone who's been in a room full of 
teenagers can attest to the omnipresence 
of ringtones and ringbacks. Between 
polyphonic (synthesized recreations of 
songs) and true tone (a compressed clip of the actual song), the 
phone-based files will approach $550 million in revenue this year, 
according to projections by the songwriters' organization BMI. 
Increasingly, by tweaking artist contracts, labels are claiming a 
piece of that pie, especially given that the average album on a major 
label doesn't come close to recouping its expenses. Take Jibbs 
— in 2006, the St. Louis rapper sold almost 1 .5 million ringtones 
of "Chain Hang Low" while his debut, Jibbs feat. Jibbs (Beasta/ 
Geffen), failed to go gold. Still, a quick cash fix doesn't guarantee 
long-term love. "If you're only selling ringtones and not albums, 
then that's really bad," saysT-PAIN, who had two singles from his 
latest album, Epiphany (Jive) — "Buy U A Drank (Shawty Snap- 
pin')" and "Bartender" — reach the top 1 0 on Billtioard's Hot Ring- 
tones chart. "That means nobody don't want to hear nothing else 
you got to offer." And relying on a continuing revenue stream from 
any digital commodity seems a fool's wager. Just as tiefore, the 
industry remains one hack away from a financial crisis. B.D. 



Flood The Bloch 

Artists release tons of free 
music to the Web. But are 
you listening? 

With cascades of music-based MySpa 

pages, YouTube videos, MP3 torrents, and . 

satellite radio all contributing to unprece- H 
dented audio clutter, artists are scrambling to separate therM 
selves from the chaos. The most effective way of distinguishing 
your product might be to create a glut of your own; The Diplomats 
and DJ Drama have created loyal followings due in part to their 
prolific output. But the king of this "flood the market" stratagem is 
unquestionably LIL WAYNE — in addition to five solo albums, 
three LPs with the Hot Boys, and one with BIrdman, Weezy has 
also unleashed a deluge of mixtapes (most downloadable for free). 
Including SQ1 through SOS. two Dedications, three Droughts. 
The Prefix, The Fix, The Suffix, and portions of a long-discussed 
project with Juelz Santana. By exploiting the quick-strike nature 
of downloading and our ADD point-and-click environment. Wayne 
uses his swelling pool of music to stay relevant between studio 
albums and to recruit new listeners. But It's not without risk. 
Treating music as a disposable commodity may make customers 
less likely to pay for it. And besides, that Tupac-esque work eth- 
ic doesn't mean a damn thing if no one wants to hear you In the 
first place. B.D. 




fix. folkjw BlogMusik's 
streaming audio and create 
the ultimate Bey playlist. i 
13. STEAL IDEAS 'N' 1 
MUSIC i 
The Smoking Section v 
^mokingsection.rawkus j 
.com)Originallystartedasa j 
one-stop shop for leaked i. 
music. TSS has discovered j 
its voice and now offers hon- ; 
est essays about whatever is ' 



crucial in hip hop and some- 
times R&B. And there's still 
free music. 

14. GET YOUR BLATHER 
AND BOAST ON 

Philaflava philaflava.com) 
A longtime underground 
message txjard. Philaflava 
sometimes offers single 
leaks and always offers snip- 
py, sharp conversation about 
recent tracks and forgotten 



ephemera. A recent subject 
title: "What rapper/group 
would you be OK with never 
hearing again?" 
15. FIND JAMS FOR YOUR 
OJ NIGHT 

TJ's DJs {tjsdjs.cxirn) Run by 
Southern DJ overiord TJ 
Chapman, this site and its 
fonims feature all sorts of butj- 
Wing, soon-to-t)e rap Southern 
hits free for downkiad. 



16. SEE THE STREETS 
OnSmash (onsmash.com) 
Though the forums are fun, 
it's the video section of this 
all-access portal that keeps 
us coming early and often to 
see our favorite MCs talking 
reckless or spitting in the 
booth on BET'S flap City. 

17. BECOME FAMOUS 
Rapspace {rapspace. tv) 
A free launching pad, this 



social networking site will 
host your recorded raps and 
could put you In the spotlight 
someday. 

18. REMEMBER RAP 
BEFORE SHOP BOYZ 
Konstant Kontact 

(konstantkontact.blogspot 
.com) Legendary NYC DJ 
Stretch Armstrong writes this 
blog and fills it with nuggets 
from the past, including free 



(tithe future 




ways technology will 
impact your ears — 
and your wallet 



I Palm Pilot 



The iPhone is already here, and it's incredi- 
ble — but it has limitations. For one, you can 
only buy your music from iTunes on the 
device. Soon, when the reign ot Digital 



Rights Management (DRM) ends, you'll be no digital handcuffs, 
able to buy a multiplatform device — phone, 
MP3 player, Web browser, e-mail, stereo, 

digital video camera — where all the media A sign iticaiit portion ot die recording indus- 

you'll ever want is in your hands at once, widi try's revenue comes from the sale of ringtoncs 



2. Off The Hooh 



hosted audio of recordings 
from tiis now defunct radio 
sfiow witfi Bobbito Garcia 
and rare demos from artists 
lilte Redman. Don't miss it. 
19.HEARKOOLGRAP 
RARITIES 
Unkut (unkut.com) 
Australian completlst Robtite 
Ettelson curates tfi is 
audioblog full of forgotten 
mixtape gems, dusty 1 2" 



cuts, and exclusive inter- 
views witti rap legends. Go 
for tfie music, stay for the 
smarts. 

20. GET YOUR GEEK ON 
The Megatrondon 

{themegatrondon2. com) 
Producer Just Blaze recently 
started tfiis blog and has 
made it a must-visit after 
debuting Saigon's first single 
"C'Mon Baby." as well as 



early product reviews of i 
Grand7"/ieft/\u(o4andthe ; 
BlackBerry Pearl. i 
21. MEET THE RAP \ 
ARCHAEOLOGISTS \ 
Bust The Facts i 
(bustthefacts.blogspot.com) i 
From 5ive-0-Posse to Yomo ] 
& Maulkle. this audioblog i 
offers download links to , 
some of hip hop's hidden i 
treasures. i 



22. GET THE RARE AND 
THE REAL 

Wake Your Daughter Up 

(wakeyourdaughteivp 
.blogspot.com) Written by 
a kaleidoscope of hip hop 
heads from Germany, 
Australia. Croatia, 
Luxembourg. Ohio, and 
Cotorado.WYDUhasgot 
opinions galore, nearly 
enough to match their deep 



crates of out-of-pnnt albums. 
23. DISCOVER RAP 
YOU'VE NEVER HEARD 
Cocaine Blunts 

(cocaineblunts.com) 
Written by sometime VIBE 
scribe Andrew Nosnltsky 
from his home in Washington, 
D.C.. Cocaine Blunts is con- 
sistently one of the best rare 
rap MP3 blogs. From 
Aceyatone to Zevtove X. this 
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Cci 




— $600 million worth last year. These sales 
have altered the styles of songwritingin urban 
markets, leadingsome to deem it a genre built 
on jingles. But as in all technological advances 

— remember SkyTel pagers? — the public 
moves on. At some point the industry will 
develop a new technology to sell music, and 
the days of Party Like a Rocks tar" bleeping 
and blaring from every phone in the club will 
be longgone. BMI predicts a $50 million 



Cop neiu Mobb Deep songs at 
the corner bodega and nem 
T-Pain songs at the strip club 



drop in ringtone revenue this year. Maybe 
then people will learn to let it vibrate. 



Subscri 



Subscription services — a la eMusic and 
Rhapsody — will eventually catch on. The 
subscription model, in which a flat month- 
ly fee opens the vault to a provider s entire 
librarymakes every songaclick away. Music 
fans aren't loyal to labels, they're loyal to hits. 
Put all the hits in one place, make it cheap, 
and the people will soon come. 



4. Plaque Plaque 



As the album model wilts, "going platinum" 
— an idea rapped about so many times you'd 
think it was as much a part of life as breath- 
ing itself — will be no more. Albums that 
once were obvious candidates to receive a 
plaque certifying 1 ,000,000 units shipped 
are now wallowing at gold or worse. In five 
years, album sales will be bunk. Maybe the 
industry can start bronzingfor 200,000 sold. 



bJMhM.I,MM]idMliaSI 

As music collections migrate to portable 
devices, there will be more opportunities 
to stock upon songs wherever you (and your 
money) may find yourself. Traditional 
bricks-and-mortar stores (R.I.P Tower 
Records) will give way to download stations, 
tailored to specific locations that will feature 
carefully targeted soundtrack experiences. 
Cop new Norman Brown tracks at the spa, 
new Mobb Deep songs at the corner bode- 
ga, and new T-Pain songs at the strip club. 



6. Priceless 



No more will 99 cents rule the roost. As labels 
begin to conceptualize new means of pack- 
aging songs, prices will vacillate wildly. New 



hits will cost a bit extra, followed by a price 
ebb as they get older. Music will also be sold 
in bundles of different compositions — sin- 
gles, multisongpacks, song/ video combina- 
tions, etc. — that will be priced in new ways. 
And to promote exclusivity, some things — 
a rare concert audio clip, delivered at a pre- 
mium bit rate, perhaps — can be priced high- 
er to target the (well-heeled) faithful. 



In July, when Prince went directly to UK 
newspaper The Daily Mail (or distribution 
— for a fee, of course — he demonstrated 
that there are plenty of nonrecord-label enti- 
ties willing to pay artists for their work. On 
these shores, think Starbucks' Hear Music, 
which has morphed into a sales powerhouse 
with Grammy wins to boot (Cracker Barrel 
and Hallmark also have their own imprints) . 
In the future, you might be able to commis- 
sion the artist of your choosing for a private 
recording — after all, your money's just as 
green as any record label's. 



. Medium Rare 



Crate-digging ? It's about to be a wrap. In the 
digital age, with easy digital distribution, 
there'll be no more paying hundreds of dol- 
lars for rare sound artifacts. Thanks to file- 
sharing, everythingwill be a download away. 
And thanks to technologies that allow the 
transfer of everything from vinyl to piano 
rolls into digital files, never again will sounds 
be held hostage on an unplayable medium. 
Jon Caramanica and Sean Fennessey □ 



STEP INTO THE FUTURE: 
More interviews, more 
predictions, and 30 more 
spots to do¥mload music 
at VIBE.COIVI. 



is ground zero for exceptional 
rap trivia. 
24. BE AN 

INTERNATIONAL PLAYER 

Discobelle (discobelle.net) 
Written by two Swedes who 
love dance music and hip hop, 
Discotjelle is a dependable 
spot for fresh new rap singles 
and quirky Euro-house music 
— bastions of today's inter- 
national hipster DJs. 



25. GET YOUR RADIO FIX 

Uve36S {Iive365.com) 
The most expansive Internet 
radio network on the Web. 
Live365 has thousands of 
stations, ranging from 
Smooth Latin to Hard Bop 
and every sound in between. 
For a cheap (less than $6 a 
month) subscription VIP 
pass, they all can be yours. 

26. HEAR THAT R&B 



GOODNESS 
Concrete Loop 

{concreteloop. com) 
A crucial gossip blog, 
Concrete Loop also debuts 
fresh R&B singles, including 
recent hits from J. Holiday. 
Tank, and Ne-Yo. 
27 & 28. STAY NEW 
Hype Machine and eibo.ws 
{hypem.com and eibo.ws) 
For blog fiends, these aggre- 



gators categorize the most 
recently updated blogs that 
offer free music and feature a 
handy search function. You'll 
never miss an update. 
29&30. STEAL THE 
WORLD 

Soulseek and Gink 

{slsknet.org, oink.cd) Still the 
best, mosttucked-away P2P 
database. Soulseek is a 
downloadable program that 



has been relatively unscathed 
in the label wars to shut down 
sites like Kazaa and Napster. 
Oink is an invite-only com- 
munity (to get in. you better 
make friends with someone 
who's already in), but it's also 
the first place album leaks go 
when they trickle out. Get 
involved now and you'll never 
pay for music again. If you 
can live with yourself . S.F. 
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Photographed by 
Barron Claiborne at Milk Studios 
in NYC on July 24. 2007 
Styled by Memsor Kamarake 




/^^^K ''^shing a $100,000 European dream 
^^^^Mu rnachine Into a raised concrete center medl- 
^^^^ an — all while sporting a blood alcohol lev- 
jjfSbove .08 — has a way of sobering you up. 
->M've never been through something like that." 
sa^s Eve Jihan Jeffers of the April 26 incident in 
which she was arrested by the LAPD for drinking 
and driving. "So it honestly scared me." Eve Busted 
forOUI After Maserati Mash-Up, screamed gossip 
site TMZ.com: beneath the headlines were photos 
-Af-Eve In police handcuffs. 

But, come July. Eve's chill at Manhattan 's granite 
^nd marble Ritz-Carlton Central Park. She's allur- 
sleeveless charcoal top. tight jeans, sandals 
gold embroidery, and honey blond hair "I could 
like. They were out to get me."' she says can- 
dly of her brush with the law, "but it was my fault, 
traight up. When you're out drinking with your 
riends. you designate the person who is not the 
fflrunkest [to drive]. I made a stupid decision." She 
ytow has a SCRAM alcohol monitoring device, which 
was attached to her ankle following a June 28 date 
;* in which she pleaded no-contest to ff^H^^. 

STOPPIN 

the charges. Leather lachel 

Legal dramas more or less behind sieeTe t^sS" 
her. Eve, 28, finds herself In familiar <^ 

Fetish: 

earrings, 
bracelets, and 
ring, all by Lia 
Sophia neck- 
lace by Rachel 
Leigh; ring (on 
left hand) by 
earlier 

VIBe.COM 1L'9 




territory with her fourth album, the new Here I 
Am (Aftermath/Geffen/lnterscope). a project she 
started nearly three years ago, during the third sea- 
son of the now canceled UPN sitcom Eve. And it 
couldn't come at a more uncertain period — Eve 
hasn't released an album in five years, and sales 
for recent releases by female rappers are frozen in 
the ice age (see chart, page 52). 

But Eve, who earned her stripes and a record deal 
by squaring off in a cipher against members of the 
DMX-led Ruff Ryders crew, claims that she never 
measured herself against her female MC peers. "I 
didn't want to be the 'girl rapper,'" she says. "When I 
first started writing, a lot of people expected me to 
write sexually charged lyrics. But [I was a part of a 
crew] that would jump out a car if there was a battle 
going on .... I wanted to have ttie edge the dudes had." 

Longtime fans will no doubt catch flashes of 
the her edgy Philly attitude on Here I Am, but the 
album —which features guest spots from T.I., Robin 
Thicke, Sean Paul, and Fabolous, as well as produc- 
tion by longtime collatxDrator Swizz Beatz, Timbaland, 
and Pharrell — is a celebration of Eve's status as a 
single woman after a tumultuous three-year romance 
with Teodorin Nguema Obiang, son of controversial 
Equatorial Guinean dictator Teodoro Obiang Nguema 
Mbasogo. "Me being in the [entertainment business] 
had a lot to do with it," she says of the breakup. "I def- 
initely could've made an album atx3ut how I'm crying, 
but who the fuck wants to hear [that]? A lot of the 
songs are flirty, sexy songs, which is new for me." 

Still, some familiar things in Eve's life remain. She's 
relaunching Fetish, her clothing line, with a fall line 
(she models it here exclusively). She's also strength- 
ened her relationship with Swizz Beatz, the man 
behind some of her most infectious hits — like the 
domestic-violence revenge track "Love is Blind," and 
the Latin-infused "Who's That Girl?" "I went to Swizz 
because I needed a director," she says, "and he just 
brought it together He's like my brother." 

Some fans may be surprised by high-energy jams 
like Eve's new "Tambourine." "Some want the old 
Eve with the short hair," she says of her sneering old 
days. "I respect that. But I'm not the samechick I was 
three albums ago." 

Eve pauses and points to the reminder on her ankle 
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of just how much things have changed. 
"Sometimes I'll wear a dress with my moni 
tor, like, 'What?!'" she says. "I've never beer 
this comfortable with myself in my life.' 
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FREE SHIPPING & HANDLING! 
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sexy honeys 
on your cell! 



Text puAT 

the word n &a^% a tt 



85521 36Mfk 



la. Servict a-rnilablc on AlftT SpiMrt. Celli.i*r One .ind Venrtii. Wircln^ 
A new wjllpaitrr will tw m«I Io you wretilir Wub rn^bled phone tiem"'^ 
SSWmiiIIi suli&cii|ilKHi uimcB fa DfM diiI Mrtid STOP' i» 

$9 miaw 



lit Servicr 4*AiUh(f ih> BoovI, NciIfI Mirf Vrfi/nn Wirirlir^i jt SO ? C 
trtctved Spiiiil CrlluUr Oim- *\ 11 rrcrivrd ^ml At&l *\ tlVr 

CiMiin billed Io fnmt wiielcii mcouM Ui* r* a iHbMri|ilwi»i m.-(»iit 
opt MH Mi«d SlOr la 3MM (wmc« *«Mwtd bf pralvMwwl ofo^ 





Fr00 30 Day Supply 

7 Size Does 

Mattetl 




Now there is an All-Natural non-prescription pill to give you a... 

Bigger, Thicker, Longer Penis! 




Guaranteed Results 

Get serious about having the biggest, thickest, 
longest penis possible. Don't waste any more time 
on cream, sprays or products that have not been 
proven. Start seeing real results today, take XOMAX 
nov/! Women will crave your new penis like never 
before. You don't have to wait months, weeks or even 
days to get the results you want. You'll start to see 
noticeable gains with your very first dose. 

XOMAX is Superior to All Male \ 
Enlargement Pills! See For Yourself \ 

u i Inctwt : 



3 4l)KhMf- 
S :inch«.' 



Xomaxi 



other Brands 

Dnn'l tnvj'.iiii! up 



Concentrated Formula 

This new highly concentrated formula makes all the 
difference in the world. Never before has there been 
an all-natural formula that works as fast and effective- 
ly as XOMAX.To increase the size of your penis, you 
need a solution that works. You won't find a more 
potent formula for growth and development of your 
penis -it's proven! 

Xomax is Better 

XOMAX was put to the test! By comparing the three 
leading brands of male enhancement pills to XOMAX, the 
results were incredible! XOMAX was found to work 1 0 
times faster, with size increasing 3 times more than the 



FREE 

DVD WITH 
PURCHASE 4. 

Ultimate Sexual Pleasures 



Mate Magnet Cologne 

The Perfect Aphrodisiac 

This revoluoonary new men's cologne contains genuine human 
sex pt>eromoncs. Women will bo influenced by your scent 
and won't be able to keep their hands off you. Using 
pheromones have been proven the most gorgeous women 
wril desire to harve you inmedtatety It's so easy to seduce 
women, get more dates, have more sex, 
"Smce I've been usir^ MATE MAGNET. I have hod sever- 
al otmjctjve women come after me. I'm very hpppy." 
-D H Ohto 

iSexactivator 



I 



>Matf 




Women have reported that they become incredibly sexu- 
ally excited when they uke SEXACTIVATOR This magical 
wonder liquid can be taken orally, or put m any drink. 

Within minutes after use. your woman's desire 
to have sex with you will be uncontrollable. 
Some women say that they love when their 
man puts a few drops in their favorite drink 
without them knowing They say that it turns 
them on even more. 





competition. Don't waste your time and money on prod- 
ucts that don't deliver. Get a penis women will crave and 
men will envy with the best super concentrated formula 
-XOMAX. 

Maximum Potential 

You'll be the envy of every man. With your new extra 
big hard penis, you'll be able to penetrate deeper and 
fill your sex partner with satisfaction she's never had 
before. You'll have no worries of premature ejaculation 
or going soft, your confidence will skyrocket with your 
bigger, thicker, longer penis. 



^ 100% Natural penis enlargement! 
^ Add inches to your penis in daysl 
♦ Become a SUPERSTUDI 
^ Get the big penis of your dreams 
4 You can have a SUPER penis 



Another Satisfied Customer 

"///. my mime is Mike. I mint to tell ymi Ixiiv 
thrilled I am will) yiiiir Imidiicl XOSLW. I re tried 
many iitlwr /)ilh and lltey dun t work as well as 
\0.\LA.\. .!/)• wife is amazed at tlx.' difference in our 
Um making sessions. " 

M.C. Los Angeles, CA 

Call Any Time 

1-888-834-4712 

Fax; 239-643-2356 
www.xomax-man.com 



FAQ About Xomax 

Q. How soon do you see results ! 

A. Most men see results with their first dose and 

increasing results over 60 - 90 days. 

Q. Are the results permanent! 
A. For most men, if Xomax is taken continuously 
for three to four months followed by a maintenance 
program the results are permanent. 

Q. How much growth can I realistically expect? 
A. Up to 5 inches or more with a increase in 
width of 50% 

Q. Is Xomax natural? 

A. Xomax is 1 00% natural, safe and Doctor recom- 
mend for those looking for advanced penis 
enhancement, plus Xomax has no side effects. 

Q. What makes Xomax the #1 natural penis 
enhancement formula? 

A. Xomax has a highly effective proprietary blend of 
concentrated nutrients. These natural compounds 
are amazingly stimulating to the male penis. You 
won't find a stronger blend of nutrients in any other 
male enhancement product. The reason? Xomax 
contains extremely expensive imported ingredients 
and many manufacturers won't spend that kind of 
money Instead, they pass off less expensive ingredi- 
ents, such a Ginseng or low end forms of L-Arginine. 

Q. Is Xomax guaranteed to work? 
A. Xomax is 100% GUARANTEED! If you're not 
completely satisfied, return the bottle(s) within two 
months to receive a refund. Men now have an effec- 
tive way to increase the size of their penis. Why pay 
for imitations that will not solve the problem? You 
may spend a little more on Xomax, but the results 
will be worth it! You often get what you pay for. So 
remember that the genuine ingredients in Xomax 
are GUARANTEED to work! Order today -the 
best money can buy! 



Send coupon with payment to: 

Nutritional Science Laboratories, RO. Box 1 1269 Naples, FL 34101 
Discreet Billing - Privacy Ensured 

QTY PRICE TOTAL 



-CALL TOLL FREE 1-888-834-4712- 



[dVJ-Wi41.-f-A'Jli!H bave over J4 1 y.W 




f299.95 




Btiy 2 Get 1 Free 




(1 19.98 




SAVE EVEN MORE: Buy 3 get 3 free 50% off 




$179.97 




1 Month Supply Xomax 




$59.99 




Sexactivalor - Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
Turns your woman wild! 




$ 1 9.99 




Mate Magnet - Regular $59.95 - Save $30 
Instantly attract women 




$19,99 





Shipping and Handlm - 



Standard Delivery 



$9 99 



2-3 Day Rush Delivery 



$19.99 



TOTAL AMOUNT 



Check payment method: 

-J Check □ Money order □ Cash 



_i Ji 

Name on the card: 

Card Number: 

Expiration Date: 

Name: 



Street Address: . 

City: 

State: 

Signature: 



Zip Code: 



Individual results nay vary. These sutemenu have not been evaluated hf the FDA. This product a not intended to diagnose, treat, cure, or prevent any dlseaie. 
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ENTERIAINMENT 



FRRR TALK - ANYTIME! 

Live 1- on -1! Group Chat! 
Private VMX Boxes! 
Hook-up Tonight! 
1-270-406-5151 
18+ LD rates may apply 



HOT FREE PARTYLINE! 
Connect with Real People NOW 
for Wild live connections! 
1-270-951-CHAT 

18+ LD rates may apply 





MUST BE 18+ to talk w/our pfofMsional chattcrs^ 
End: Ut STOP to 85000. Help: call 888-290-0529 



or Ul Halp to 35000. $99 to (1.99 per 111(9 revd 
depending on earner. Std msg rates & other charas 
may apply. Chargs appear on cill bill. TiCt 



wwwJrfmgacom Entertainmant puipout only by 

C9. liK. Expires J/31/08 




1-800499-2121 



■F] fylAN TO MAN 

Hl-800487-^SgiS 



VIBE CLASSIFIEDS 



ENnmniNMENT 



HOT VEOIS OIIISI l-ON-l 

1-702-21S-3500 Only .66 - ll/min 
1-900-950-O9S0 ext. 311 $3.!0/mln. 18+ 



THE CHATLINE 
712-858-5155 
reg. us long dist. 18+ 



TOTALLY FREE TALKI LIVE & LOCALI 
MEET HOT SINOLES FOR FREE TONIGHT! 
1-206-W-DATE iB+.LDnmimyipply. 



Free for EVERYONE! Call 
1-270-696-2121 right now!!! 
Ixads of fun people to meet. 
Discreet and safe! LD rates may 
apply 18+ 



^ Sextext? 

Ffst lime coflen get SftcenKssoges 

my"" 



Can't Text 




1 



HOTLIVETALK 

Ifwof Picfmiiiii(lMii)Ps! 

IWS-8200 





1-800-700-6666A 

Use FREE 
^ Code 1334 i 



RedholOalellne.com 



m 


[(MOUTilUHE 


1 ,1 





PHOTOS 



leniale 
rclcbrit\ Photos! 
Free catalog, Write today. 
Acme Publications (VB6), 
PO. Box 130397 
St. Paul, MN 55113 



BEAUTIFLIL SEXY GIRLS 
(4X6 COLOR PHO rOS) 
BEST IN THE BUSINESS 
"GUARANTEED" FREE 

COLOR CATALOG.... 
S.A.S.Eor S3.00P&HTO: 
PICTURE PERFECr/2 
POB2151-V8 
SOUTHHELD, MI 48037 



St 



Want My 
Number? 

Then CaM Me and 
My Friends FREE! 

11876-807-6969 



FREEUVECHATI 

Guys and Gals 
are on RIGHT NOWl 



LD RATES APPLV-l*^ . 




66-945-3121 



^61 

Teirt No 



99iierm$yma. 



REAL PSYCHIC READINGS ON YOUR CEIU 

27777 



uCAREER^miTH 

13-+ 10 talk w, BFI.1 s Kolesiiunal psychics i Ml'JiiR;: i.ili;-t have PARENT 
PtBMlSSION. S2 OO/msg icvd (T-Mobile V i i: 99C msg icwd Sid msg 
ra!es& other chfos mayappty.Chrgs Jill- ji . ii ^ I :i n. i;- carl 
800 988 4631 or txl HELP lo 27;77 End til STOP 10 27777 UCs 
htrTXio.com. EntertaimTMnt only. Exnres 7^01.08 




INSTITUTE OF AUDIO RESEARCH 

^ SCHOOL OF AUDIO RECORDING & PRODUCTION j 



MONEY 

PROBLEMS? 



I 1-800-591-8072 I 



FREE CALL NOW! 



j^WanUBXTlob^ollege?^ 

r Get a real diploma from an approved ' 
I school FREE BROCHURE | 

I Call toll-free 1 (800) 658-1180 | 



WWKJI AMKHSCHfXM.lNIC 



^Fint CoUl Acadcfliy. Dept. 00, .iKkionvillc. PI. ^^^^j 



LOOKING FOR A 
RECORD DEAL? 

liettiiig signed is very Iwrd to do. 
But we will get the record deal you 

are looking for. 
GUARA^rrEED Call now for 

JLFRVTCr FREE info 

I ..■■I.. ■ 1 800 499 6395 
It 1[ lliuKj www.talerit2k.com 



•5] 




study from your tiome! 1 
No classes to attend 
Fully Accredited' 



Before you buy DJ & Recording gear, 
get this catalog! 



if^lpROSQlJNP 




DJ & Recording Catalog 

Ml \c;ir^. del the culjloy lluil hrinifs it all tii 
\.»iir JiHT. 

■ Scv u »kl« MltvUon of the btHi SMr thvn 

all tlK tt'p [LUIK--> 

■ Frvv stiipputif iiK>^l iMiliiK' onk'fN 
• Ilk- Ik>i iina-> .iiiJ lik-tKlh ^tMi-v 

Cal for your free catalog today 

888-254-5200 

or vistt www^issixain 



fUDSOUNOAND SI V .1 iiii 'i:\c 



1-800-532-6546 x79 



www.tiighichool(Jiplooi*23.cotn 



New York City 800.544.2501 

Licefibfd by NYS tdutation Depdttmtfnt. 
High School diploma or GEO required. Financial Aid if eligible. 





MOTHER LOVE 

LOVE ADVISORS 

fl -800-234-64241 

as low as $2,79/mln 



IRENE HUGHES 



America's Most 
Accurate Psychic 'i*' 

1-800-435-6250 

as low as 52.79/min 



,50 



LIVE PERSONAL PSYCHIC 

Numerohgy'TBrot'Astrology*Cfairvoyant 
LOOK INTO YOUR FUTURE 

1-800-306-8549 from $2.79/mln 



L0VE PSYCHICS 

1-«nn-746-1620 




i 



KennyKingston.com 
KENNY KINGSTON 

lAimrica's Greatest PsycMc 

1-800-310-2172 

a» low as $2.79/min 

Ain«nc*n Piycflc AiMCIHwn. Inc. ^ 



www.celebritypsychic.com t-aiofl 



TO 

THE 



TALK 
EXPERTS 

PSYCHIC "SOCIRCE^ 
CALL NOW 1.866.656.5106 



or viat Pi/chif Source torn 
tor tut O^iy 18^ *t)rw mwnPe' ^ 



CELEBRITY PHOTOS FOR SALEI 
Nam* favorites. Sen SASE to: 
PHOTOWORLD - VIBE 
404S S. Buffalo Dr Suite A101-112 
La* Vegas, NV 89147 



$6001 Pdic* Impounds 
Cars from $600! 
For Ustlnos 800-388-8813 •xt. VSOfl 




Hun lu 

CilAN 
[QlAR 

ISMOorH 

SoftlN 
ToNf 



loll FnrK 888-767-0144 
; wwufciMnllgftl product I. own j 



Love. 

Need answers? 



PSYCHIC "SOClRCE 

CAU NOW 

1.866.618.5490 

w visit Psychic Source, com 



HQ; 



FOR INFO ON HOW 
TO ADVERTISE YOUR 
PRODUCT IN VIBE 

CLASSIHED! 
CALL 212-448-7470 



Ci 
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1 . Did you believe the rumor about Diddy 
(who recently split with longtime girlfriend 
Kim Porter) dating Sienna Miller? W 

2. How many DDIs will it take for tabloid 
queen Lindsay Lohan to simply get a driver? (It's not 
rocket science!) 

3. Minus the synthesizers, aren't you still wondering if 
T-Pain can really sing? 

4. What ever happened to that crazy psychic 
Miss Cleo? (And why didn't she see legal troubles in 

her future?!) 

5. Don't Calvin Klein's Steel undenwear ads featuring 
actor Djimon Hounsou remind you of Janet Jackson's 
1 990 "Love Will Never Do (Without You)" video? 

6. Who started the ubiquitous saying "That's 
what's up"? 

7. Aren't you at least a little curious to see whom else 
Karrine "Supertiead" Steffans dishes dirt about in 
her new book, The Vixen Diaries (Grand Central)? 

8. Why is everyone jacking Rihanna's new 'do when 
her haircut has been around since, um, forever^ 

9. When did Lil Wayne suddenly transform into a 
sex symbol? 

1 0. Isn't Chrisette Michele just a younger version 
of Jill Scott? 

11 . Is BET'S shallow Bsddwin Hills, featuring African- 
American teens growing up in a posh Los Angeles 
suburb, supposed to be the black version of MTV's 
ultra-popular, equally shallow Laguna Beach? 

12. Is it safe to say that Lil Mama is a one-hit wonder? 

13. We know business is tough, but does every 
music video featuring a rapper have to showcase — 
ahem, advertise — a new cell phone? 

1 4. When BET is looking for new show hosts, do 
they put up a posting on Craigslist? (We ain't 
mentioning no names!) 

15. Don't you think Remy Ma took her 
whole "street credibility" thing a little too far 
when she allegedly shot her best friend? 
(We're thinking the bullet was meant for 
her hairstylist.) 

16. Are you really going to buy any 
beauty products from the new line of 
"Up Chap " being released by Saaphyri, 
winner of VH 1 's Flavor of Love Girts: 
Charm School? 

17. Is it ghetto to eat DAVID 
Sunflower Seeds? 

18. Is it just us, or was Oprah Winfrey 
inspired by the March 2004 issue of VIBE 
(with Alicia Keys on the cover) when she 
posed for the July 2007 cover of O The 
Oprah Magazine? 

19. Didn't T.I. take it too far when he 
acted like two completely different people to sell 
his latest album? (Or is he just the new poster 
child for bipolar disorder?!) 

20. Is it time for us to pull out the winter 
jackets already? 
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